PART I

PART 1i

CONTENTS

List of figures ix
List of tables xi
Preface xii

INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY? 3
Sociology and political science 3

The origins and development of political sociology 8
The remit of political sociology 12

THE STATE, POWER AND AUTHORITY
INTRODUCTION 17

THE STATE AND SOCIETY 20
Imtroduction 20

The origins of the state 23

The development of the modern state 29
The Marxist concept of the state 39
Conclusion 42



Contents

3 POWER, AUTHORITY AND

PART Il

LEGITIMACY 43

Defining and analysing power 43
Authority and legitimacy 50
Legitimacy and compliance 55

THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWER 58
Introduction 58

Elite theory 59

Pluralism 67

Totalitarianism 70

Democracy 78

The distribution of power: an overview 83

POLITICAL BEHAVIOUR AND SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION 89

POLITICAL SOCIALISATION 92
Introduction 92

A theory of political socialisation 96

A critique of political socialisation theory 108

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 110
Introduction 110

Forms of political participation 111

The extent of political participation 116
Explaining political participation 120
Conclusion 127

POLITICAL RECRUITMENT 128
Introduction 128

A model of political recruitment 130
Problems of political recruitment theory 147

vi



PART IV

PART V

Contents

POLITICAL COMMUNICATION, PUBLIC
OPINION AND IDEOLOGY
INTRODUCTION 151

POLITICAL COMMUNICATION 153
Introduction 153

Theories of communication 154

The characteristics of political communication 160
The factors influencing political communication 161
Conclusion 163

PUBLIC OPINION AND SOCIETY 166
Defining public opinion 166

The characteristics of public opinion 169

The formation of public opinion 173

Political communication and public opinion 179

IDEOLOGY AND SOCIETY 181

What is ideology? 181

The characteristics and functions of ideology 182

The Marxist view of ideology 183

Ideology, political culture and the end of the ideology
thesis 186

Ideology, values and attitudes 190

Ideology and society 193

REVOLUTION, DEVELOPMENT AND
MODERNISATION
INTRODUCTION 197

REVOLUTION 200

Introduction 200

The Marxist view of revolurion 202
A non-Marxist view of revolution 206
The causes of revolution 211
Revolution and societal change 217

vii



Contents

12 DEVELOPMENT AND MODERNISATION

PART vI

13

THEORY 219

Introduction 219

The political-development school 220

The nation-building school 222

The modemisation school 223

Underdevelopment and dependency theory 227

Modemisation and development as
industrialisation 229

Changing society: an overview 236

CONCLUSION

WHITHER POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY!? 24]
Introduction 241

The achievements of political sociology 241

What remains 1o be dome 243

Bibliography 247

Index 259

PO N



FIGURES

Figure 3.1 A continuum of social and political obedience or
compliance (Source: Held (1984), pp. 301-2) 56

Figure 4.1 Classifying elite theorists (Source: based on Parry
(1969), Chapter II) 61

Figure 4.2 Pareto’s types of elites (Source: Pareto, Mind and
Society, Vol. 4, Sec. 2178, 2227, 2274, 2275) 64

Figure 4.3 Democracy: consent and control mechanisms 81

Figure 5.1 A model of political socialisation 97

Figure 5.2 The stages of childhood political socialisation (Source:
Easton and Dennis (1969)) 98

Figure 6.1 A hierarchy of political participation 112

Figure 6.2 Socio-economic characteristics and political participation
(Source: Milbrath and Goel (1977), pp. 86-122) 118

Figure 6.3 A model of political participation 122

Figure 7.1 A model of political recruitment 136

Figure 7.2 The primary, secondary and tertiary opportunity
structures 138

Figure 8.1 A basic communication model 159

Figure 8.2 Maletzke’s communication model (Source: Maletzke
(1963), as adapted by McQuail and Windahl (1981)) 164

Figure 9.1 The formation of opinion: a model 173

Figure 9.2 A typology of media effects (Source: McQuail (1987),
p. 258) 176

Figure 9.3 A typology of media effects: definitions (Source:

McQuail (1987), pp. 258-9) 177

ix



Figures

Figure 11.1 The causes of revolution 212

Figure 12.1 Political development: variables and crises (Source:
Binder et al. (1971)) 221

Figure 12.2 Theories of modernisation (Sources: Rostow (1950);
Organski (1965)) 223

Figure 12.3 Apter’s two models of modernisation (Source: Apter
(1965)) 226



TABLES

Table 6.1 A hierarchy of political participation in Britain,
1989 116

Table 6.2 Types of political participation in Britain, 1984-85 121

Table 7.1 The socio-economic background of British MPs,
1987 146 .

Table 9.1 Proportion of ‘don’t knows’ on devolution proposals for
Scotland, 1976 167

Table 9.2 Changes of opinion on MPs’ pay in relation to
respondents’ information 168

Table 9.3 Intensity of party preferences in Britain, 1990 169

Table 9.4 Salience of problems facing Britain, February 1990 171

Table 9.5 Consistency of opinion on Race Relations Bill, 1968 172



