In Memory of Timo Raita (1950-2002)

While preparing these proceedings, we received news of Timo Raita’s tragic
death, after a severe illness. He came to the Department of Computer Science,
University of Turku, in 1980, received his PhD in 1988, and acted first as a
lecturer, then as a professor of computer science. Timo was a member of the
organizing committee of this workshop, which remained one of his last official
duties.

Timo’s research interests were particularly in data compression, string al-
gorithms, and information retrieval. He published several papers, for example,
on source encoding, text compression, index compression, and string matching.
Timo was a driving force in algorithmic research at the University of Turku and
highly appreciated by his colleagues and students. We shall all miss him.



Preface

The papers in this volume were presented at SWAT 2002, the Eighth Scandina-
vian Workshop on Algorithm Theory. The workshop, which is really a conference,
has been held biennially since 1988, rotating between the five Nordic countries
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden). It also has a loose associa-
tion with the WADS (Workshop on Algorithms and Data Structures) conference
that is held in odd numbered years. SWAT is intended as a forum for resear-
chers in the area of design and analysis of algorithms. The SWAT conferences
are coordinated by the SWAT steering committee, which consists of B. Aspvall
(Bergen), S. Carlsson (Lulea), H. Hafsteinsson (Iceland), R. Karlsson (Lund),
A. Lingas (Lund), E. M. Schmidt (Arhus), and E. Ukkonen (Helsinki).

The call for papers sought contributions in all areas of algorithms and data
structures, including computational geometry, parallel and distributed compu-
ting, graph theory, computational biology, and combinatorics. A total of 103
papers were submitted, out of which the program committee selected 43 for
presentation. In addition, invited lectures were presented by Torben Hagerup
(Frankfurt) and Heikki Mannila (Helsinki).

SWAT 2002 was held in Turku, July 3-5, 2002, and was locally organized by a
committee consisting of T. Jarvi (chair), L. Bergroth, T. Kaukoranta, T. Raita,
J. Smed, and J. Teuhola (secr.), all from the Department of Computer Science,
University of Turku.

We wish to thank all the referees who aided in evaluating the papers. We also
thank the Academy of Finland, Turku Centre for Computer Science (TUCS),
and Turku University Foundation for financial support.
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