Preface

This volume contains the papers selected for presentation at the Thirteenth An-
nual International Symposium on Algorithms and Computation (ISAAC 2002)
to be held in Vancouver, Canada on November 21-23, 2002. This is the first time
that ISAAC has ventured into North America, as it is traditionally held in the
Asia-Pacific region.

ISAAC is an annual international symposium that covers the very broad
areas of algorithms and computing in general. The scope of this symposium in-
cludes both theoretical and applied research from these fields. The main aim
of the symposium is to promote the exchange of ideas in this active research
community. The specific themes targeted for ISAAC 2002 were Computational
Geometry, Algorithms and Data Structures, Approximation Algorithms, Rando-
mized Algorithms, Graph Drawing and Graph Algorithms, Combinatorial Op-
timization, Computational Biology, Computational Finance, Cryptography, and
Parallel and Distributed Computing.

In response to our call for papers, we received close to 160 submissions. The
challenging task of selecting the papers for presentation was performed by the
members of our program committee, their support staff, and referees. All of
them deserve special thanks for their hard work in the difficult task of selecting
a mere 54 papers from the high-quality submissions. Unfortunately, due to the
time constraints imposed by a three-day conference, we were forced to turn away
many excellent papers.

John Tacono will receive the traditional best paper award for his paper entitled
Key Independent Optimality. Our three invited speakers are Luc Devroye from
McGill University who will speak on Random Tries, Janos Pach from New York
University who will speak on Monotone Drawings of Planar Graphs, and Nicho-
las Pippenger from the University of British Columbia who will speak on the
Ezpected Acceptance Counts for Finite Automata with Almost Uniform Input.

No conference can succeed without exceptional local organization. For the
often overlooked and thankless task of finding a suitable venue and banquet
location, dealing with the logistics of registration, organizing lunches and coffee,
etc., we would like to thank the the organizing committee, Nadja Rence, and Olga
Stachova for all their efforts above and beyond the call of duty. We thank our
sponsors Simon Fraser University, the Pacific Institute of Mathematical Sciences,
the institute for Mathematics of Information Technology and Complex Systems,
and Bajai Inc. for their generous support. Finally, we thank all the authors and
participants. We hope this edition of ISAAC will be a success.
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