Contents

Acknowledgment

A BACKGROUND SKETCH
Ibsen’s Norway
The literary environment

HENRIK IBSEN: THE MAN AND HIS WORK
Excluded from polite society
First poetic attempts and dramatic debut
Apprenticeship years and National Romanticism
From saga-drama to contemporary comedy
The Pretenders — Norway’s greatest saga-drama
Breaking away and meeting with Italy
Brand
Peer Gynt
A light-hearted interlude
‘~ in the chains of verse’
Emperor and Galilean - ‘my masterpiece’
Society on the stage
Ibsen and Brandes — and ‘a corpse in the cargo’
Pillars of Society
A Doll’s House
Ghosts
An Enemy of the People
The Wild Duck
‘Human beings, human emotions and human
destinies’
Rosmersholm

18
18
21
26
34
43
48
51
63
80
83
93
109
109
110
114
122
131
136

146
146



6 IBSEN: THE MAN AND HIS WORK

The Lady from the Sea
- Hedda Gabler
‘— judgement day over oneself’

The Master Builder

Little Eyolf

John Gabriel Borkman

When We Dead Awaken — A Dramatic Epilogue
‘~ the Rome of modern drama’

HENRIK IBSEN: AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Biographies
Translations
Anthologies
Ibsen and his relationship to world drama
Critical works on the plays of Henrik Ibsen

153
157
163
171
177
179
185
192

202
202
203
204
205
211



