CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

The Sentence-producing Mechanism 1

Kinds of Ungrammaticality 3

The Divisions of Grammar 8

The Kernel Sentence 9

The First Rule of the Syntax 10

The Second Rule of the Syntax 12

The Semantics of Interjections 13

Syntax—Noun Phrase + Verb Phrase 13
Semantics—The Meaning Relationship of Subject-Predicate
Syntax—The Noun Phrase 15

Semantics—The Meaning of Proper Nouns 17
Semantics—The Meaning of Personal Pronouns 18
Semantics—The Meaning of Indefinite Pronouns 20
Summary, Test, and Review 20

CHAPTER 2

Syntax—Determiner + Noun 24
Semantics—The Meaning of the Articles 27
Semantics—The Meaning of Nouns 29
Semantics—Concrete and Abstract Nouns 31
Syntax—The Verb Phrase 32

Syntax—be + NP 33

Syntax—be + Adj 34

Semantics—The Meaning of Adjectives 35
Syntax—Adv-p 36

Syntax, Phonology—Objects of Prepositions 37
Syntax—Verbals 39

Syntax—V; and V;, 39

Syntax—The Other Verb Categories 42
Summary, Test, and Review 44

CHAPTER 3

Syntax—The Auxiliary 48

Morphology—Kinds of Morphemes 51
Phonology—Noun Plurals 53

Phonology—The Regular Rule for Noun Plurals 54
Syntax—A Transformational Rule 57

14

iii



Syntax—Word Boundary 58

Phonology—The Phonological Rules for be + tense 60
Phonology—The Present Tense of Verbs 61
Semantics—The Meaning of the Present Tense of Verbs 63
Phonology—The Past Tense Form of Verbs 64
Phonology—The Rule for Regular Past Tenses 66
Semantics—The Meaning of the Past Tense of Verbs 67
Summary, Test, and Review 68

CHAPTER 4

Syntax—Modals 72

Semantics—The Meanings of Modals 74
Syntax—have + participle 77
Phonology—Participle Forms 78
Semantics—The Meaning of have + part. 79
Syntax—be + ing 80

Phonology—The ing Form 82
Semantics—The Meaning of be + ing 82
Syntax—Combinations from the Auxiliary 84
Syntax—Application of the Auxiliary Rule 86
Syntax—Two Semi-Modals 88
Syntax—ought to, have to, be to, be going to 89
Phonology—A Point of Pronunciation 91
Summary, Test, and Review 91

CHAPTER 5

Syntax—Other Structures in the Determiner 95
Syntax—Pre-Articles 96

Syntax—Demonstration 98

Syntax—Number 101

Syntax—Adverbials of Place 103

Syntax—Adverbials of Frequency 104

Syntax—Adverbials of Time 105

Syntax—Another Transformational Rule 107
Syntax—T-adverb of frequency Applied to Verbal Structures
Summary, Test, and Review 112

CHAPTER 6

Syntax—Questions, Negatives, Reassertions 117
Syntax—T-yes/no 117

Syntax—T-do 120

Syntax—T-negative 122

Syntax—The Double Nature of have 125
Syntax—T-reassertion 127

Semantics—The Meaning of the Reassertion Structure 129
Syntax—Other Uses of the Mechanism 131

Summary, Test, and Review 132

CHAPTER 7

Syntax—wh Questions 135
Syntax—T-wh, adverbial of place 135
Syntax—T-wh, adverbial of time 137

111



Syntax—T-wh, adverbial of manner 139
Syntax—T-wh, adverbial of frequency 141
Syntax—T-wh, noun phrase 142
Phonology—T-object: who and whom 144
Phonology—T-object, preposition 146
Syntax—An Adjective-making Transformation 148
Syntax—The there Transformation 150

Summary, Test, and Review 154

CHAPTER 8

Syntax—T-there with be + ing 158

Syntax—Deletion 159

Syntax—The Passive Transformation 160

Style—Use of T-passive 163

Syntax—Adjectives That End in -ed 165

Syntax—Adjectives That End in -ed Formed from Nouns 167
Morphology—Derivational Morphemes 168
Morphology—Some Noun-forming Morphemes 169
Morphology—A Verb-forming Morpheme 170
Morphology—Some Common Adjective-forming Morphemes 171
Morphology—An Adverb-forming Morpheme 172

Summary, Test, and Review 173

CHAPTER 9

Syntax—The Relative Clause 177
Syntax—Relative Pronouns Replacing Objects of Verbs 179

Syntax—Relative Pronouns Replacing Objects of Prepositions 182

Syntax—A Variation with a Preposition Shift 183
Syntax—Double-Base Transformations 185
Syntax—Recursiveness 187

History of English—Borrowings from Latin 189
Morphology—The Suffix -ate 191
Morphology—The Noun-forming Suffix -ion 192
Summary, Test, and Review 194

CHAPTER 10

Syntax—The Full Relative Clause Transformation 197
Syntax—Nonrestrictive Relative Clauses 200
Syntax—Nonrestrictive Clauses After Other Noun Phrases 204
Phonology—Stress in Complex Sentences 207
Morphology—Six Related Suffixes 210

Morphology—The Morphemes ism, ist, and ize 211
Morphology—The Verb-forming Morpheme fy 212

Summary, Test, and Review 214

CHAPTER 11

Syntax—A Deletion Transformation 217

Syntax—Insertion of Expanded Noun Phrases in Matrix Sentences
Style—Use of T-relative, deletion 220

Semantics—A Possible Ambiguity 222

Semantics—Some Signals That Prevent Ambiguity 223
Syntax—T-noun modifier 225

219



Syntax—Adjectives as Noun Phrase Modifiers 227
Syntax—T-noun modifier Applied to Adverbs of Place 229
Morphology—The Adjective-forming Morpheme ic 230
Morphology—Adverbs Made from Adjectives in ic 232
Morphology—Adjectives Ending in -ical 232

Summary, Test, and Review 233

CHAPTER 12

Syntax—The Effect of Deletion on Nonrestrictive Clauses 238
Syntax—T-relative, deletion, ing 240
Syntax—Sentence Modifiers 241
Syntax—T-sentence modifier 242
Syntax—T-sentence madifier Applied to Phrases 244
Syntax—Dangling Modifiers 245

Syntax—A Cause of Dangling Modifiers 247
Syntax—Sentence Modifiers After the Matrix 248
Syntax—Appositives 249

Morphology—The Morpheme ity 251
Morphology—The Morpheme ous 253
Morphology—The Adjective Morpheme ly 255
Summary, Test, and Review 255

CHAPTER 13

Syntax—Sentences Used in NP Functions 259

Syntax—Other Subordinators 262

Syntax—Subordinate Clauses as Noun Phrase Modifiers 263
Syntax—Relative Clauses as Substitutes for Noun Phrases 264
Syntax—Relative Pronouns with -ever 268

Syntax—Inner and Outer Structure 268

Syntax—Gender 271

Morphology—Feminine Morphemes 272
Morphology—Diminutives 273

Summary, Test, and Review 274

CHAPTER 14

Syntax—The Possessive Transformation 279

Syntax—Recursiveness in T-possessive 280

Syntax—The Possessive Transformation for Inanimate Noun Phrases 281
Semantics—Meanings of the Possessive Morpheme 283

Syntax—Another Kind of Relative Clause 286

Semantics—Other Meanings of the Possessive 288

Orthography—The Spelling of Phrases with Nouns Modifying Other Nouns
Syntax—Recursiveness in Noun Modifiers 291

Morphology—The Morpheme ory 293

Morphology—The Morpheme ish 295

Morphology—The Morpheme some 296

Summary, Test, and Review 296

CHAPTER 15

Syntax—The Comparative Transformation 301
Syntax—The Comparative with more 304
Syntax—The Superlative Transformation 305

290



Syntax—Clauses with as . . . as 308

Syntax—more . . . than in Noun Phrases 309
Syntax—as much (many) . . . as in Noun Phrases 311
Syntax—A Possible Ambiguity 312
Morphology—The y Morphemes 314
Morphology—The Morpheme ery 316
Morphology—The Morpheme ary 317

Summary, Test, and Review 317

CHAPTER 16

Syntax—More Sentence Modifiers 322

Syntax—Relative Clauses as Sentence Modifiers 326
Syntax—Deletion in Subordinate and Relative Clauses 327
Syntax—Nominative Absolutes 329

Morphology—The Subjunctive 331

Morphology—The Morpheme al 334

Morphology—The -ial Form of al 336

Morphology—The Morpheme ular 337

Morphology—The Morpheme an 338

Summary, Test, and Review 338

CHAPTER 17

Syntax—T-for . . . to 343

Syntax—T-for . . . to, deletion 345

Syntax—The for . . . to Construction in the Complement Function 346
Syntax—T-poss. + ing 348

Syntax—The poss. + ing Construction in Other Functions 350
Syntax—T-poss. + ing, deletion 351

Syntax—Constructions with for . . . to Used as Sentence Modifiers 352
Syntax—Adverbials in the Sentence Modifier Position 354
Morphology—The Adjective-forming Morpheme ive 356
Morphology—The Noun-forming Morpheme ee 357

Morphology—The Noun-forming Morphemes hood and ship 358
Summary, Test, and Review 359

CHAPTER 18

Syntax—T-conjunction 364
Syntax—T-conjunction, deletion 367
Syntax—Correlative Conjunctions 371
Syntax—Series 373

Syntax—Series of Adjectives 375
Morphology—Latin Prefixes and Roots 376
Phonology— Assimilation 379

Summary, Test, and Review 380

CHAPTER 19

Syntax—Sentence Connectors 384

Semantics—The Meaning of the Sentence Connectors 386
Syntax—Differences Between Conjunctions and Sentence Connectors 387
Syntax—The Difference Between Subordinators and Sentence Connectors 389
Phonology—Interrupters 391

Phonology—Other Constructions as Interrupters 392



Morphology—Morphemes from Greek 395
Summary, Test, and Review 399

CHAPTER 20

Syntax—More About V; and V,, 403
Syntax—Subdivisions of V; 404
Syntax—Subdivisions of V; 405
Syntax—Vy as V, ; + complement 408
Syntax—Other Complements in V,, 409
Syntax—Indirect Objects 412
Syntax—V,_, 414

Syntax—V, , 415

Morphology—More Greek Roots 417
Summary, Test, and Review 420

APPENDIX

Vowel Sounds and Their Common Spellings 424
Consonant Sounds and Their Common Spellings 425
Technical Terms 426

INDEX 435



