Contents

Preface wvii

Chapter 1 What is a Word? 1
Written and spoken words 2
Word-forms 6
Lexemes 9
Multi-word lexemes 11
Lexical and grammatical words 15
Exercises 17

Chapter 2 Where Did English Words Come
From? 19
Origins 19
Anglo-Saxon words 22
Borrowed words 24
Making new words 29
Exercises 33

Chapter 3 Dictionaries: the Repositories of
Words 35
Organisation and structure 36
Spelling and meaning 40
Ancillary information 43
Exercises 48

Chapter 4 Words and the World 49
Language and experience 50
Denotation and connotation 58
Denotation and definition 61
Exercises 62



iv  Contents

Chapter 5 Words and Words 64
Synonymy 65
Antonymy 74
Sense relations and definitions 76
Exercises 77

Chapter 6 Analysing Word Meanings 79
Componential analysis 80
Types of component 83
Applicability 89
Components and definitions 93
Exercises 94

Chapter 7 Meaning from Combinations 96
Collocational meaning 96
Discovering collocational patterns 99
Fixed expressions 103
Collocation and idiom in the dictionary 108
Exercises 110

Chapter 8 Why Dictionaries? 111
Before Johnson 111
Samuel Johnson 114
The New English Dictionary 118
Exercises 125

Chapter 9 How to Define a Word 126
Establishing separate meanings 127
Methods of defining 131
Defining different word-classes 136
Beyond definition 139
Exercises 141

Chapter 10 More than Meaning 142
Grammatical words 143
Word-class 145
Inflections 148
Dialect and time 150
Formality and status 152
Domam 153
Quotations and examples 155
Exercises 156



Contents

Chapter 11 Different Dictionaries 157
A commercial product 157
General-purpose dictionaries 159
Specialist dictionaries 165
The lexicographer and the market-place 171
Exercises 172

Chapter 12 Especially for the Learner 174
What is different about learners’ dictionaries? 174
What’s in a learner’s dictionary? 177
Pronunciation and syntax 179
Definitions and examples 186
Exercises 189

Chapter 13 Who Uses a Dictionary for What? 192
Use of learners’ dictionaries 197
Have the lexicographers got it wrong? 198
Views of the dictionary 200
How dictionaries view themselves 203
Exercises 206

Chapter 14 Not Alphabetical 208
Disadvantages of alphabetical ordering 208
Lexical/semantic fields 210
Non-alphabetical dictionaries 216
Thematic lexicography 222
Exercises 223

Chapter 15 The Craft of Lexicography 224
Amassing the data 226
Selection and presentation 229
Dealing with meaning 232
Using a computer 236
Exercises 238

Chapter 16 Lexicology, Lexicography and
Semantics 239
Defining terms 239
Lexicology 241
Semantics 244
Lexicography 247
Exercises 250



vi Contents

Key to Exercises 252
Further Reading 270
Works Referred to 272

Index 276



