TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

Some Major Topics in Ben SitaResearch . . . . .. ... .. ..

10.

PART I
STUDIES OF LITERARY UNITS

“Full Wisdom is from the Lord”.
Sir 1,1-10 and its Place in Israel’s Wisdom Literature . . . .

“Sei den Waisen wie ein Vater und den Witwen wie eine Gatte”.
Ein kleiner Kommentar zu Ben Sira 4,1-10 . . . .. .. ..

Ben Sira 5,1-8: A Literary and Rhetorical Analysis. . . . . .
“Ein Mensch ohne Freund ist wie eine linke Hand ohne die
Rechte”.

Prolegomena zur Kommentierung der Freundschaftsperikope
Sir6,5-17 . . . . e e

. “How can a Jug be Friends with a Kettle?”.

A Note on the Structure of Ben Sira Chapter 13 . . . . . ..

“Full Wisdom is Fear of the Lord”.

Ben Sira 19,20-20,31: Context, Composition and Concept
Trinen, Trauer, Totenklage.

Eine kleine Studie iiber Ben Sira 38,16-23 . ... ... ...
Scripture and Scribe: Ben Sira 38:34¢-39:11 . .. ... ..
The ‘Praise of the Famous’ and Its Prologue.

Some Observations on Ben Sira 44,1-15 and the Question on
Fnochin44,16 . . . . . . . . . 0 i i it t i e

“The Countries Marvelled at You”.
King Solomon in Ben Sira 47,12-22 .. ... ... .. ...

XV

19

35
49

61

71

87

107

115

123



X1I

11,
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

25.

26.
27.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Hezekiah and Isaiah. A Study on Ben Sira 48,15-25 . . . .. 145

“Sweet is His Memory, like Honey to the Palate”.

King Josiah in Ben Sira49,1-4 . .. ... .......... 159
PART II

ESSAYS ON THEMATIC TOPICS

Canon and Scripture in the Book of Ben Sira (Jesus Sirach /

Ecclesiasticus) . . ... ... .. .. ... ..., 169
In Search of Parallels: Ben Sira and the Book of Kings . . . 187
Relations between Ben Sira and the Book of Isaiah:

Some Methodological Observations . . ........ ... 201
Prophets and Prophecy in the Book of Ben Sira . . . . . . . 207
God’s Mercy: ‘Racham’(pi.), ‘Rachum’, and ‘Rachamim’ in

the Bookof Ben Sira . ... ................. 231
Brotherhood in the Bookof Ben Sira . . . . ... ... ... 249
Theodicy in the Wisdomof Ben Sira . . . . ... ... ... 265

PART III

THE HEBREW TEXT(S) OF BEN SIRA

. The Book of Ben Sira in Hebrew.

Preliminary Remarks towards a New Text Edition and Synopsis 283

. The Reliability of Text-editions in Ben Sira 41,14-16.

A Case Study in Repercussions on Structure and Interpretation 293

. Reading the Hebrew Ben Sira Manuscripts Synoptically —
ANewHypothesis . . . . ... ................ 301
. The Hebrew Texts of Ben Sira 32[35].16-33[36].2 . . . . . . 317
. Hermeneutics in the Book of Ben Sira.
Some Observations on the Hebrew Ms. C . . . .. .. ... 333
Some Misplaced Words in the Hebrew Manuscript C. of Ben
Sira . .. 349
Ben Sira 36,26d according to Ms. C. — A New Proposal . . 355

A Closer Look at the Newly Discovered Sixth Hebrew Manu-
script (Ms. F)ofBenSira ... ............... 361



ABBREVIATIONS . .

INDEX OF AUTHORS

INDEX OF PASSAGES

TABLE OF CONTENTS



