1
The Language of Music 9

2

The Birth of Contemporary Rap Music 17
3

Early Promoters and Successes 29
4

Rap Artists Take Center Stage 41
]

Wordsmiths of the 1990s 55

6

Politics of an Art Form 67

7

Hip-Hop and the Media 79

8

Hip-Hop Empires 91

9

Mainstream Impact 103

Chronology 112

Classic Rap Albums 114
Further Reading 115
Index 116



