TABLE OF CONTENTS

The OECD Examiners and the Swedish Delegation . .................... 9

Part One

THE SWEDISH WAY TOWARDS A LEARNING SOCIETY
The background report prepared by the Swedish authorities

Introduction . ... .. i it e e e e e 13
Chapter 1  Setting the Frame -- Introduction, Facts and Figures . ... ... 15
Introducing Sweden as a learning society ................. ... ... 15
Education and the modernisation of Sweden .................. 15
The social impact of education . . .. .......... .. ... .. ... ... 16

A bird’s eye view on educational reforms in Sweden ............ 16
The country and itspeople . . .. .. .. v i 18
Thepeople . ... ... i e 19
The political system . ........ ... ..t 24
Industrial transformation and modernisation of society ........... 27
The creation of a modern welfare society . ................... 29
"Immigrant groups" or a new ethnic composition ............... 36
Sweden and the European integration . . .. ........... ........ 37
The Swedish education System . . ... ... oot nn . 39
Some general features . . ...... ... .. ... i 39
Pre-school and after-school centres .. ....................... 40
Compulsory school .. ....... ... i 42
Upper secondary school . .......... ... .. .. i 48
Municipal follow-up responsibilities ........................ 52
The higher education system . ................ ... i, 52
Adulteducation ..........c. .ot 61
Immigrants in education ............ ... ... ... 64
Teacher training . . ... ... ...ttt 64



Financial assistance foreducation . . ... ... .. vttt renenenn 66

Educational leave of absence . ... ... ... ... ... ... 69
Students and teachers in Swedish education -- an overview ........ 70
Access and equality in education in retrospect . ................ 71
Drop-out levels in youth and higher education ... .............. 79
Public investment in education ~ an overview . . . ....... ... ... 81
Chapter 2 Educational Policy and Development up to Autumn 1991 . . .. 85
Introduction: Educational policy in a societal context . . ............. 85
New institutional 1eSponses . .. ...... ...ttt ieenennn. 85
Public and private SECtOIS . ... ... ..ottt itii i 87
Key questions . . ... ... .t e e 88
Education for childrenand youth . ............................ 88
Compulsory school . .. ... . ... i e 88
Upper secondary school .. ... ... ... .. ... .. ... ... .. 95
Development of organisation . ............................ 98
Furthereducation . ........... ...t iiirin . 100
Highereducation ............ .. .. ... ... 100
Adulteducation . .......... .. ... e 110
Some conclusions and remarks at system level . . .................. 113
A comparative preamble ... ..., .. L i 113
The volume of education in a comparative context . ............. 115
Comparing levels of education . .. ................... ... ... 120
Assessing the quality of education . ........................ 121
Education, productivity and future demand . .................. 125

The impact of education and citizenship
and productivity . . ... ... .. 132
Chapter 3 Heading for the Future . ... ......................... 135
Challenges and problems for the year 2000 . ..................... 135
Points of departure . .......... .. ... .t 135
New patterns of freedom of learning . . . ........... ... .. ..... 135
Strengthening quality in an international context ............... 139
AppendiCes ... ... e 149
Sources and References . .....................iiiiienenneinnn- 169



Part two

THE EXAMINERS’ REPORT

Introduction . ... .. ... ... . . ... 181
Chapter 1  Continuity and Change in Educational Policy ............ 184
The inherited tradition .. . ....... ... ... ... . ... . .. . ... 184
Shifts in policy: decentralisation ............................. 185
New policy concepts, objectives and priorities . ................... 187
Questions raised . .. .. ... ... e 189
Chapter 2 Schools and Adult Education ........................ 195
Compulsory schooling and upper secondary education .............. 195
New policy Initiatives . ... ... ... ..ttt 196
Decentralisation: quality andequality . ...................... 198
Evaluation: steering by goals ............................ 199

A new mix of relationships . .............. . ... .. ... .. .. .. 201
Pedagogical innovation: the greatabsentee ................... 202

Choice .. ..o 203
Focusing schools on academic content . ..................... 206

Adult education at the crossroads .. ........ ... ... ... .. ... . ... 210
Chapter 3 Higher Education .. ....... ... ... ................. 213
Quantitative development and the demand for graduates ............. 214
Costs, expenditures and financing . . .......... ... ... ... ... ... 216
Access and admission to higher education . ...................... 218
Institutional patterns in higher education ........................ 221
Study Programmes . ... . ... ...ttt e e e 224
Teaching and learning in higher education .. ..................... 226
New international challenges ............ ... ... ... ......... 229
Governance of higher education .............................. 231
Chapter 4 Summary and Issues for Discussion . . . ... ......... ... .. 239



