Abbreviations and Symbols ........ ceeeen sesessacesaananans
Introduction

CHAPT

1.1

1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.1
1.1.2
1.1.3
1.1.3
1.1.3
1.1.3
1.1.3
1.1.3
1.1.4

1.2

1.2.1
1.2.1
1.2.1

CONTENTS

ER ONE: GRAMMATICALIZATION +«cvvvvvonaroncconanceeeens

Evolutional PrOCESSES . iveeernnresennscscnceresessnse

Some basSiC ProCeSSeS ... .v.vviiecessccsanasnsnsnsns
.1 Phonetic processes .......veeveecnenncnscacaansas
21,1 AdaptatiOon i.vievresccececnanacccatarrsnsasranas
21,2 EroSiON . ...iiiieverecnoecnnescncaasasonsnnsnsas
P R B S - 3 X )+ S
Wlid LOSS tiiiteterttnettaenctsesnsattasss ot ss s
.2 Morphosyntactic processes .........eetevcnnanans

.2.1 Permutation.........cceeeeciiiientieisionann P

2.2 Compounding ......ceeeceeenncnccnnncseonnnaannn
.2.3 Cliticization........ e ssess et Ceeere e
L2.4 Affixation......ceericecriicncttieranrcaens .o
.2.5 Fossilization...........ceenun teesreseenanenas
.3 Functional pProCeSSeS ......ccoetececssecasonancas
.3.1 Desemanticization..........cccceternenacaconnns

3.2 EXpPanSioN.......iceencicncatanconcseteatteannn

.3.3 simplification........cesveerncneccncecennenns .

.3.4 Merger...... T
Other pProCEeSSeS ......ceseseesesessssseocnccnn P
ComplexX ProCeSSeS .....cceevncocsossessonncns e

.1 Verbal attraction .........cececenesocvaaccsccnns

.2 Infixation........co... b eeeesisaeererarassaanan

.3 sSplit and shift............... et seseanaes e

23,1 Split..ceeinivernaanosoanconsconsons e

W3.2 Shift...icesveecsnssacosonscccsnenns teeertesena
Chronological relations between types of processes

Some general observations..........c..o-coe0en Ceeeenen

The "morphological cycle”........... Ceeeieaeares
.1 Cycles or spirals?.......ccocvevenencns ceeveanns
.2 "Recursive" CycCleS.......coevecoscucccaanoccnces

62

67
68
68
72



6 Contents

1.2.1.3 Uni~Airectionality «.oceveenoeaeeeeaeeeneeneennannns 74
1.2.1.4 Morphological explicitness and "expressiveness" .. 76
1.2.1.5 The linguistic cat@strophe theory ........ccuvue.. 78
1.2.1.6 GivOdn's approach to v"syntacticization" ........... 80 )
1.2.2 Functional split and the emergence of "hybrid words" 83
1.2.3 PiQGiNizabtion vueu.oon s oeuneeenaunenannnnnoeseeanns 87
1.2.4 DialeCt COMPAXiISONS *«,vevewencoceoseecnneenanausenn 90
CHAPTER TWO: SYNTACTIC REANALYSIS vvvvuuerenerananereannns 95
2.1 Grammaticalization and re@nalySiS .......c.oceceenennn. 95
2.2 Syntactic transfer and adjustment .,..... et 97
2.3 Types of reanalysis ,.«v. .evueeoen. et he it 101
2.3.1 Clause~internal StrUCHLULE ,...eru.venncroncnssnancns 101

2.3.1.1 PFrom genitive conStruction to prepositional phrase 101
2.3.1.2 From pominal periphrasis to tense-aspect marking . 101

2.3.1.3 From NP-NP to object-verb constituents........ ... 103
2.3.2 Complex clause struCturesS ........cciiveiiniieanannn 104
2.3.2.1 From gubordinate tO main clause .-...coveuvernne .. 104
2.3.2.2 From prepositional phrase to embedded clause ,.... 105
2.3.2.3 From compound (co-Ordinated) to Simple sentences . 106
2.3.2.4 From pragmatic to Syptactic structure ............ 108
2.3.2.5 From gyntactic to Pradgmatic strucCture ............ 109
2.4 ConstitUent-internal reanalysisS s+..ceeeenncnacronaes .. 110

CHAPTER THREE: SOME PROBLEMS oF AFRICAN LINGUISTICS ---«:-- 113

3.1 Verbal morphology sc..-c.csceoecens et iietce et .. 113
3.1.1 Tense and aspect ma¥kers......... Ceeaaeaan ereaanes 114
3.1.1.1 The channels..... e ce et feeeeee ceeee. 114
3.1.1.1.1 Nominal periphr@Sig se.esesvenvsrsuerssnneasonsnecs 114
3.1.1.1.2 Serjal periphrasis...... P 1
3.1.1.1.3 fThe adverbial champel . ... . ...... Ceeeereaas .. 120
3.1.1.2 ASPECES eversneene®d ornassarosersoaronansanss vee. 122
3.1.1.2.1 Progressive/incompletive......-.. erereeesaaees 122

3.1.1.2.2 POrfeCtivVe .e.,.cc.ursunenseansnaasvenneasensoss 127
3.1.1.2.3 HAbitUaleeeev.o®resssosccsospesaasssssccnssssrss 128

NN - e



Contents 7

3.1.1.3 TENSES enveenneacsssonssssssonsssnccronnannseses 129
3.1.1.3.]1 PASEt seecsevssovnrssanancnresssstesen oo 129
3.1.1.3.2 FULULE ..cecvacsosonoonasansesnessocnsnroovees 131
3.1.1.4 On the choice Of ChAnNElS .eeeceereersnsancncses 133
3.1.2 Verbal derivative extensions ...ceececececcsccccere- 135
3.1.3 1Inflection vs derivation .....ceeeceeercrrncvencee 141
3.2 Completive focus marking ......ecceecrecereraeceneere 147
3.2.1 Types of focus constructions ...... ceeseseranss T.. 148
3.2.1.1 Weakly grammaticalized systems ......-.-.ce-eeceee 149
3.2.1.1.1 Some data ....cceoceone b eeesecesearese s 149
3.2.1.1.2 Some characteristics ........cecceerececvncnccens 155
3.2.1.2 Strongly grammaticalized systems ...... ceseceans 156
3.2.1.2.1 Lamang .......essceee»  eeasecsanesensanaseraen 156
3.2.1.2.2 Nupe ....cece00n- F R 157
3.2.1.2.2.1 Synchronic sStructure .....cc.eceecveereccerres 157
3.2.1.2.2.2 Diachronic analySiS .....eseeccennacscocoens 161
3.2.1.2.3 The Sam languages ....- F R R R 165
3.2.1.2.3.1 Rendille ....eeeescescscrsensscrcacensercrss . 165
3.2.1.2.3.2 Boni ....cceeenens R R N 169
3.2.1.2.3.3 Somali ....eocecesceonesacone etseeressaeen 170
3.2.2 From clefting to focus marking .......ecececsserons 177
3.3 Word order Change ...eeeesssecssecosersnsoosororsns . 183
3.3.1 From VSO to SVO ....cov- R I 183
3.3.2 From SVO €0 SOV ...iiceasensoncnereercmerosssonans 187
3.3.2.1 Coexisting structures: SVO and S50V .......c..--- 188
3.3.2.1.1 EWE <eovvevennsncnnnsosvensorenrescs e .... 188
3.3.2.1.2 The Kru languages ...-ec.--:-- Ceeereeraacaane 191
3.3.2.1.3 NUP@ ...esevesevseccre heessenees feeenae weeat. 193
3.3.2.1.4 GWari ,..cccsvrrcccccs ceesreas Weecsasaeasesnnn 197
3.3.2.2 The rise of SOV word order in Mande .....:ec---: 198
3.3.2.2.1 Introduction ......-. [ R R 198
3.3.2.2.2 Diachronic observations .......ececececeerccccsccs 202
3.3.2.2.3 Conclusions .......-- RPN eeeeeaererer e 212
3.3.3 On the rdle of grammaticalization .....c-ececeeccecc: 214

217

3,4 On the genesis Of gender .......ceececcmeeecrrrrets



8 Contents

3.4.1 IntrodUcCtion «c.i.eeieiniiiiiitiieterrainrtaettanaaoenn 217
3.4.2 TwoO case Studi@s .«..ievvivenrnenoancnnnns herteees ... 218
3.4.2.1 Eastern NilOtiC .s.eivevecoonnennsrnnnonnnns ceeeen 218
3.4.2.2 Zande ...ttt iiiiiet ettt et e 220
3.4.2.2.1 gynchronic data ..,........e.0... Sereeaeeen eees. 220
3.4.2.2.2 piachronic interpretation ....,........... ceeene 222
3.4.3 From noun to gender system ........... P st e 225
3.4.4 CONClUSIONS ,.i\y.verunennerenenn o ee et ceas. 235
CHAPTER FOUR: SYNCHRONIC STRUCTURE +vveurvnuosnenonnenenns . 237
4.1 Research in language universals .........e.eeeveenennn 237
4.1.1 Harmony and reanalysis ........... Bt e reese e ee. 237
4.1.1.1 Dominance and harmonic relationS ........c.oecee. 237
4.1.1.2 SyntactiC reanalySiS .....ee.eevecennnesnns ceeans 241
4.1.2 "Inco?sistencies" in word order ..........cc000000 . 244
4.2 Some topics Of Ewe grammar ........... Cererens teeeaene 248
4.2.1 The focus Marker =& ........ceceuo.- Ceccaeerann cee. 249
4.2.2 Subordinate clauses ......... Cetrercaietaas ceeeeses 250
4.2.2.1 The relative clause ....... it etaeenan Ceeeaenn 251
4.2.2.2 From direct to indirect speech ............ eee.es 252
4.2.3 Examples of functional split ....... ceerecscaevaaes 253
4.2.3.1 PrepOSitilons ......veveeieevionnectaevaasoensanss 253
4.2.3.2 Postpositions ..... ettt actcaenastaestasssrtasannn 256
4.2.4 The case of the progressive/ingressive construction 258
4.2.4.1 The effect of PP-periphrasis ..... et taieeaean ... 258
4.2.4.2 On explaining synchronic structures ............. 261
4.3 Conclusions .......ec.cecuee.. Ceeseeeraaenn cttecesans 266
Index of grammaticalization ..... R T K TP 1 3

1S e = 41 T P Y - X |

General index (authors, languages, terminology) ........... 299



