contents

PREFACE ix

l Single Words and Grammatical Development:

An Historical and Theoretical Perspective 1
1.1 Grammatical Studies 2
1.2 Earlier Studies of One-Word Speech 17
1.3 Origins of This Study 28

2 A Longitudinal Study of Two Children:

Its Theory and Method 31
2.1 The Children and the Study 31
2.2 Overview of Data 35
2.3 Expansion and Semantic Relations 4
2.4 Semantic Functions in Child Language 49
2.5 Classification and Reliability 59
2.6 The Structure of Experience as the Basis for Learning Grammar 61

3 The Emergence of Semantic Relations 67
3.1 The Evidence for Combinatorial Structure in one-Word Speech 67
3.2 Developmental Change in the Expression of Semantic Relations:

An Overview 79
33  Performatives 81
3.4 Indicative Objects 84
3.5 Volition 91
3.6  Volitional Objects 104
3.7 Agent 108
3.8  Action or State of an Agent 112
3.9  Object 123
3.10 Action or State of an Object 130
3.11 Dative 139
3.12 Object Associated with Another Object or Location 142
3.13 Animate Being Associated with Object or Location 147

vii



viii / CONTENTS

3.14 Location

3.15 Modification of an Bvent
3.16 Questions

3.17 Summary

4 Cognition, Communication, and Information
41 Cognition and Language Development
4.2 The Transition from Words to Syntax
4.3 Informativeness

5 Different Views of Child Language
5.1 A Theoretical Postscript: Chafe
5.2 Contemporary Work on Single-Word Utterances
5.3 Referential and Combinatorial Meaning
5.4 The Relation between Understanding and Speaking
5.5 Conclusion

REFERENCES
AUTHOR INDEX
SUBJECT INDEX

151
154
156
157

169

169
173
184

199

199
202
217
219
220

225
233
235



