Contents

Preface . ... oo i e e i1
Chronology of the Life and Works of Moliére ............. 13
Chapter 1

 Moliére: The critical tradition ... ................ e 17
Chapter 2 |

Moliére’s troupe of actors, his public and his repertoire... 23

Chapter 3 -

Moliére and the comic tradition: literary and popular -~

COMEAY . .vi et ittt et . 33 {,f
Chapter 4 »

The evolution of farce: from La Jalousie du Barbouillé to

George Dandin . ......... e ettt 45
Chapter 5

Towards «la grande comédie»: L’Ecole des Femmes . ..... 53
Chapter 6

Chrysalde and the problem of the raisonneur............ 69
Chapter 7

TAartuffe . ... oottt 77
Chapter 8



¢ Chapter 9

Le Misanthrope: philosophical implications ............. 103
Chapter 10

LAvare: Folly rampant ..........c.cuiiiirirnrnnnnnen. 123
Chapter 11 Pt

Conclusion ..........iiiiiiiiiiiiii e 133
Biblography ...t i e »141



