List of Contributors
Preface

Introduction

1

VARIATION IN THE GROUP AND THE INDIVIDUAL:
THE CASE OF FINAL STOP DELETION
Gregory R. Guy

Introduction

Background

Final Stop Deletion: A Typical Variable Rule

The /t,d/ Deletion Rule and the Study of Variation
The Output of the Cedergren-Sankoff Program
Analytical Methodology

Analysis and Discussion

Conclusions

References

2

RANKING OF CONSTRAINTS ON /t,d/ DELETION
IN AMERICAN ENGLISH: A STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Helene Neu

Introduction

The Data

Preliminary Statistical Considerations
Results and Discussion

Conclusion

References

ix
xi

xiil



Vi : CONTENTS

3

THE NOTION OF THE PLURAL IN PUERTO RICAN
SPANISH: COMPETING CONSTRAINTS ON

(s) DELETION

Shana Poplack

Introduction
The Sample
The Analysis
Results
Discussion
References

4

A QUANTITATIVE STUDY OF SYNTACTIC AND
PRAGMATIC INDICATIONS OF CHANGE IN THE
SPANISH OF BILINGUALS IN THE U.S.
Flora Klein

Introduction

The Study: General Hypothesis

Specific Hypothesis
References

5

A REEXAMINATION OF THE BLACK ENGLISH COPULA
John Baugh

Introduction
The BEV Copula: A Brief Review of Previous Research
The Present Analysis

The Analytic Procedure

The Comparable Calculations
The Phonological Constraints
The Question of Weightings
The Grammatical Constraints
Some Historical Implications
Conclusion

References

6

a-PREFIXING IN APPALACHIAN ENGLISH
Walt Wolfram

Introduction
The Sample

107

107
108



CONTENTS : Vil

Syntactic Properties of a-Prefixed Forms 109

Phonological Constraints of a-Prefixing 124

Semantic Aspects of a-Prefixing 133

References 141
7

FACTORS CONTROLLING THE ACQUISITION OF
THE PHILADELPHIA DIALECT BY OUT-OF-STATE

CHILDREN 143

Arvilla C. Payne
Introduction 143
Phonetic Variables 149
The Short-a Patterns 156
Conclusion 174
Appendix 175
References 177

8

THE STRUCTURE OF A LONG-TERM PHONOLOGICAL
PROCESS: THE BACK VOWEL CHAIN SHIFT IN

SOULATAN GASCON 179
Penelope Eckert
Introduction 179
The Vowels of France 181
Soulatan Vowels 192
The Form of the Chain Shift 206
References 218

9

A FALSELY REPORTED MERGER IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY
ENGLISH: A STUDY IN DIACHRONIC VARIATION 221
Geoffrey Nunberg

Introduction 221
Some Explanations of Apparent Mergers 223
Another Explanation for Reported Mergers 226
A Model for Reversal of Merger 227
Application of the Model to the Line-Loin Merger 230
Testimony on the Loin-Line Merger 232
Formulation of the Centralization Rules 240
Reports of Merger: Chronology and Social Evaluation 245
Conclusion 248
References 249

Grammars and Dictionaries in Chronological Order 250



vili : CONTENTS

10

THE SOCIAL ORIGINS OF SOUND CHANGE
William Labov

Introduction

The Measurement of Sound Change
Social Stratification

Further Directions of Explanation
References

Subject Index

251

251
255
258
260
264

267



