Contents
o

Acknowledgments 9
Introduction
by Anne R. Larsen and Colette H. Winn 11

PART ONE
Coming to Writing:
Women’s Exclusionary and Revisionary Practices

Women Addressing Women: The Differentiated Text
by Deborah N. Losse 23
Poolside Transformations: Diana and Actacon Revisited by
French Renaissance Women Lyricists
by Kirk D. Read 38
Catherine Des Roches’s Le Ravissement de Proserpine:
A Humanist/Feminist Translation
by Tilde Sankovitch 55
Marguerite de Valois and the Problematics of Female
~ Self-Representation
by Patricia Francis Cholakian 67

PART TWO
Writing the Body and the Poetics of Feminine Desire

Louise Labé: The Mysterious Case of the Body in the Text
by Paula Sommers 85
“Trop en Corps”: Marguerite de Navarre and
the Transgressive Body
by Colette H. Winn 99



Carpe Diem, Poetic Immortality, and the Gendered
Ideology of Time
by Cathy Yandell 115
Patriarchy and the Maternal Text: The Case of
Marguerite de Navarre
by Carla Freccero 130

PART THREE
Literary Camouflages and the Politics of Reception

Gendered Oppositions in Marguerite de Navarre’s
Heptameron: The Rhetoric of Seduction and
Resistance in Narrative and Society
by Gary Ferguson 143
Engendering Letters: Louise Labé Polygraph
by Tom Conley 160
Chastity and the Mother-Daughter Bond: Odet de
Turnébe’s Response to Catherine des Roches
by Anne R. Larsen 172
“Les Puissances de Vostre Empire”: Changing Power
Relations in Marie de Gournay’s Le Proumenotir
de Monsienr de Montaigne From 1594 to 1626
by Cathleen M. Banschatz 189

Appendix: Chronological Chart 209
Bibliography 213
Contributors 233

Index 237



