
Contents

Introduction 1

1. John Stuart Mill's On Liberty, and a Question about
Liberalism 4

1 The Very Words 5
2 Harm to Others 8
3 The Interests of Others 10
4 Free Speech and Morality-Dependent Harm 12
5 Moral Rights, and a Hodgepodge 15
6 Conclusion, Liberalism 19

2. Conservatism, its Distinctions, and its Rationale 24

1 Against Change and Theory? 25
2 Human Nature, Economics, the New Right 29
3 For Freedom, Democracy, and the Organic Society? 33
4 Equality, Rationale Again, and Desert 37
5 The Upshot 42

3. Trying to Save Marx's Theory of History, by Teleology,
and Failing 46

1 Historical Materialism Naturally Understood 46
2 Traditional Objection 49
3 Historical Materialism Teleologically Understood 50
4 Facts Explaining Events and Things 52
5 Dispositions Explaining Events 54
6 Another Disposition as Explanatory 57
7 The Truth about Teleology: Explanation-Claims 58
8 Differences between the Two Views 60
9 Conclusions on Marx 63



vi Contents

4. The Contract Argument in a Theory of Justice 68

1 An Imagined Assembly and its Principles 68
2 The Justificatory Use of the Basic Proposition in

the Contract Argument 71
3 A Very Ordinary Argument as against the Contract

Argument 75
4 Sad Conclusions 77
5 The Expository Use of the Basic Proposition 79
6 Explanatory Uses of the Basic Proposition 82
7 Summary 84

5. The Principle of Humanity 86

1 Categories of Great Desire 87
2 Unsatisfactory Principles of Weil-Being 92
3 The Proper Principle 95
4 Policies, Equality-Practices 99
5 Humanity and Equality 103

6. Consequentialism, Moralities of Concern, and Selfishness 112

1 Two Groups of Reasons for the Rightness of Actions 112
2 Traditional Conceptions of the Two Groups of Reasons 114
3 Moralities of Concern 119
4 Reasons of the First Group - Understanding Them 122
5 An Argument for Reasons of the First Group? 124
6 An Argument against the Reasons Understood as not

Involving Satisfaction 125
7 A View of Most of the Reasons Understood as

Involving Satisfaction 128

7. Hierarchic Democracy and the Necessity of Mass Civil
Disobedience and Non-Co-operation 135

1 Ordinary and Pluralist Conceptions of Liberal Democracy 135
2 The Hierarchic Conception 138
3 Hierarchic Democracy and Humanity 142
4 Mass Civil Disobedience and Non-Co-operation 146
5 Conclusion 152

8. After the Terror: A Book and Further Thoughts 155

1 Great Goods 156
2 Bad Lives, Good Lives 158



Contents vii

3 The Principle of Humanity 160
4 Propositions 161
5 Alternatives to the Principle of Humanity 163
6 The Undeniability of the Principle of Humanity 166
7 The Propositions Again 169

Acknowledgements 178

Index 180


