Contents

L

General Editor’s Preface / ix
Guidelines for Translation, Annotation,
and Indexing / xii

Acknowledgments / xix
General Introduction

Translator’s Foreword / 3

The Life and Works of al-Tabari / s

A Remark on the Sources / §

His Early Life / 10

His Fifty Years of Scholarly Activity in Baghdad / 31
His Death / 78

His Works / 8o

The History and Its English Translation / 135

The History in Islam and the West / 135
The Text / 141
Previous Translations / 144



vi Contents

Appendix A: A Partial Translation of Tafsir
on Qur. 17:79 / 149

Appendix B: A Classification and Chronology of
Tabari’s Literary Production / 152

From the Creation to the Flood

Translator's Foreword / 157

Invocation / 165

Introduction / 166

What Is Time? / 171

How Long Is the Total Extent of Time .. .2 / 172

The Proofs for the Origination of Momentary and Extended
Time... / 186

Whether God, before He Created Time . . . Created Any Other
of the Created Things / 187

Explaining the Annihilation of Time . . . and That Nothing
Remains Except God / 193

The Proof for God Being Eternal . .. / 194

The Beginning of Creation: What Was Created First? / 198

Those Who Put the Creation of the Pen in Second Place / 203

What God Created on Each of the Six Days . .. / 213

Night and Day . . . the Creation of the Sun
and the Moon ... / 228

The Story of Iblis / 249

The Story of Adam / 257

Adam Is Taught All the Names / 266

God’s Testing of Adam / 274

The Duration of Adam’s Stay in Paradise . . . His
Fall ... / 282

The Moment on Friday When God Created Adam and the One
When Adam Was Cast Down to Earth / 286

The Place on Earth to Which Adam and Eve Came When They
Were Cast Down / 290

Perfumes, Fruits, and Other Things Adam Brought
from Paradise / 296



Contents vii

The Events That Took Place in Adam’s Time after He Was
Cast Down to Earth / 307

Eve Giving Birth to Seth / 324

Adam’s Death / 327

From Seth to Mahalalel / 334

The Events That Took Place . . . from the Rule of Adam’s Son
to the Days of Jared / 337

Persian Kings after Oshahanj: Tahmiirath / 344

From Enoch to Noah / 345

Persian Kings from Tahmiirath to Jamshéd
and al-Dahhak / 348

The Events that Took Place in Noah’s Time / 354
The Use of Eras / 370

Bibliography of Cited Works / 373

Index / 387



