Introduction

Chapter 1 Nature of Language: From Magic to
Semantics

Origins of Language 2
Language and Human Narure 12

Chapter 2 Contemporary Theories of Language
and Linguistics

de Saussure and Structuralism 20
Other Schools of Thought 23
The Language of Linguistics 28

Chapter 3 Language and Cognition: The Mental
Machinery of Communication

Language and Mind 45
Psycholinguistics 47
Word Recognition 55
Structural Relations 61

Chapter 4 Meaning

Semantics 70

Chapter 5 The Semantics of Communication and
Discourse

Discourse 84

Interpretation and Discourse 86
Script-Based Semantics 98
Conclusion 102

Contents

19

43

67

83



viii

Chapter 6 Coherence and Global Organization
Representing Assumed Knowledge 107

Topicaliy 119

Chapter 7 Coherence and Local Organization
Cokesion 140

Speech Aces 150

Sequential Analysis and Sequences 161

Sequence Mechanisms and Commaunication 168
Conclusion 176

Chapter 8 Communication Codes
Conceprs and Codes 183

Syntactic and Pragmatic Codes 189
Conclusion 205

References 207

Author Index 217

Subject Index 223

Contents

105

139

179



