
Contents

Acknowledgements | vii
List of abbreviations and acronyms | ix

1 Researching knowledge-based aid I
Setting the scene 11 Research questions 13 A new way of
researching; a new way of working 13 The structure of
the book 115

2 The new aid agenda 18
The changing fashions of development cooperation 118
Aid discourse at the start of the new millennium 125

3 Knowledge for development 32
The origins of knowledge-based aid 132 Knowledge-based
aid 137 Alternative accounts of knowledge and development 149
A concluding comment 152

4 The World Bank or the knowledge bank? 55
The discovery of knowledge-based aid in the World Bank 155
The World Bank's older knowledge strategies 156 The World
Bank's vision of knowledge for development 158 Revising the
strategy: the Ramphele review and a shifting focus for the
knowledge bank 165 The new architecture of the knowledge
bank 170 The knowledge bank in practice: assessing the extent
of transformation |90

5 From information management to knowledge sharing:
DFID's unfinished revolution 99
DFID's knowledge discourses 199 DFID's knowledge
projects 1109 DFID's knowledge products 1118 DFID's
knowledge practices 1121 How should we judge DFID's
approach to knowledge and development? 1123

6 Knowledge, learning and capacity in the Swedish
approach to development cooperation 130
Historical overview 1130 Sida's discourses of knowledge,
learning and capacity 1133 Sida as a generator of development
knowledge 1143 Sida's initiatives to support knowledge,



learning and capacity development 1145 Knowledge and
learning in practice 1147 Conclusion 1152

7 Experience, experts and knowledge in Japanese aid
policy and practice 155
Japan's own experience of development 1156 Japan's multiple
external sources of development expertise 1163 Sources of
policy knowledge in Japanese development assistance 1170
Knowledge-sharing initiatives in a culture of valuing
experience 1173 Knowledge management in JICA: a new
approach 1176 Other mechanisms for sharing development
knowledge 1186 Conclusion on sharing expertise for
development 1189

8 Conclusions and implications for knowledge, aid and
development I**
Where does knowledge-based aid come from, and is it just a
passing fashion? 1196 Does knowledge-based aid work? 1197
Knowledge-based aid or learning-led development? 1208
Knowledge-based aid and knowledge, aid and development:
concluding thoughts 1209

Bibliography 213
Index 230


