
Contents 

List of illustrations vii 

Notes on contributors x 

Preface xiii 

1 Introduction: the study of grandparenthood 1 
Peter K. Smith 

Part 1 Grandparental roles 

2 Dimensions of the grandparent role in Finland 19 
Helena Hurme 

3 The importance of grandparenthood during the life cycle \ 
in Germany 32 
Elisabeth J. Sticker 

4 The role of grandparents in the development of 
grandchildren as perceived by adolescents and young 
adults in Poland 50 
Maria Tyszkowa 

5 Grandparent-grandchild relationships amongst US 
ethnic groups 68 

Emmy E. Werner 

Part 2 The effects of grandparenting 

6 Grandfathers, teen mothers and children under two 85 
Norma Radin. Daphna Oyserman and Rita Benn 

7 Transmission of parenting across generations 100 
A.A. Vermulst, A.J.L.L. de Brock and R.A.H. van Zutphen 



8 The significance of grandparents for the formation of 
family relations 123 
Isto Ruoppila 

Part 3 Theoretical perspectives 

9 Grandchildren's images of their grandparents: a 
psychodynamic perspective 143 
Piergiorgio Battistelli and Alessandra Farneti 

10 An evolutionary perspective on grandparent-grandchild 
relationships 157 
Martin Sherer Smith 

11 Cooperation and contiict in three-generation families 177 

Maria Leek and Peter K. Smith 

Name index 195 

Subject index 200 



Illustrations 

Figures 

1.1 Cover from Grandma, Felix, and Mustapha Biscuit 5 
1.2 Cover from My Grandma Has Black Hair 5 
4.1 Joint activities with grandparents 58 
7.1 A model of parental functioning 104 
7.2 An intergenerational model of parental functioning 106 
7.3 An intragenerational model of parental functioning for 

grandmothers 111 
7.4 An intragenerational model of parental functioning for 

mothers 111 
7.5 An intergenerational model of materaal functioning 114 
8.1 Frequency of contact with children for women and men in 

different age groups of the elderly having living children 126 
8.2 Frequency of contact with grandchildren for women and 

men in different age groups of the elderly having living 
grandchildren 126 

8.3 Frequency of contact with great-grandchildren for women 
and men in different age groups of the elderly having 
living great-grandchildren 127 

8.4 Significance of grandparenthood for women and men in 
different age groups of the elderly having living 
grandchildren 127 

9.1 Which of your grandparents were (are) you particularly 
attached to? 151 

9.2 Image of grandparents for children of different ages; mean 
values over four adjective pairs 153 

10.1 Certain and uncertain generational links among three 
generations 159 



Tables 

2.1 Factors affecting dimensions of the grandparent role 20 
2.2 Agreement with Statements concerning grandmotherhood 27 
3.1 Methods and main aspects of eight German studies on 

grandparent-grandchild relationships 35 
3.2 Frequency of contacts with grandparents for grandchildren 

of different age groups 37 
3.3 Emotional closeness of the grandparent-grandchild 

relationship 38 
3.4 Meaning of the grandchildren in the life of the 

grandparents 39 
3.5 Meaning of the grandparents in the life of the 

grandchildren 39 
3.6 Functions of the grandparents for the grandchildren 40 
3.7 Grandparental styles 42 
3.8 Amount of parental influence on the grandparent-

grandchild relationship 44 
4.1 Number of grandparents mentioned in 138 compositions 53 
4.2 Frequency of contacts with 137 living grandparents 54 
4.3 Emotional tone of utterances concerning 194 living and 

dead grandparents 56 
6.1 Demographic data about the sample 88 
6.2 Regressions with a significant beta weight for the grand-

father variable 93 
7.1 Correlation matrix of the variables from the grandmothers' 

model and from the mothers' model 110 
7.2 Correlation matrix of the variables from the grandmothers' 

model with the variables from the mothers' model 113 
7.3 Differences between grandmothers and mothers 116 
8.1 Correlations between the ratings concerning the orientation 

family atmosphere given independently by the grandparents 
and their children 131 

8.2 Correlations between the ratings concerning child-rearing 
given independently by the grandparents and their children 131 

8.3 Correlations between the interaction in the orientation family 
and the quality of the pair relation in the young family 132 

8.4 Interaction in the orientation family of the young mother 
and pregnancy planning and that of earlier pregnancies 133 

8.5 Interaction in the husband's and the wife's orientation 
family and the wife's competence and feelings of 
motberhood 134 

8.6 Father's time used for child and wife's feelings of family 
atmosphere 135 



10.1 Means, Standard deviations and grandmother/grandfather 
comparisons for all variables 163 

10.2 Correlations among grandparenting variables 163 
10.3 Means, Standard deviations, grandmother/grandfather and 

uterine/agnatic comparisons: unilineal grandparents 164 
10.4 Means, Standard deviations, grandmother/grandfather and 

uterine/agnatic comparisons: bilineäl grandparents 166 
10.5 Grandparent sub-groups: average time with grandchildren 167 
10.6 Significance levels for sub-group comparisons 168 
11.1 Hierarchical nature of variables 180 
11.2 Mean values of help and disagreement variables for grand

parents to children, grandchildren, in-laws and friends 183 
11.3 Mean values of help and disagreement variables for four 

types of grandparents 184 
11.4 Correlates of help and conflict: grandparents to children 185 
11.5 Correlates of help and conflict: grandparents to 

grandchildren 185 
11.6 Regression analyses: grandparents to children 191 
11.7 Regression analyses: grandparents to grandchildren 192 


