
Contents 

Foreword by Leonard W. Doob xi 

Preface xv 

PART I: A PROLEGOMENON 1 

Chapter 1: The Sociocultural Nature of Human Beings 5 
J_ Behavior and Culture 5 

Some Dimensions of Culture: A Preliminary Definition 5 
Human Nature 13 

A Balanced Approach: An Ecocultural Framework 18 
Ecological Context Variables 18 
Adaptive Variables 20 
Psychological Outcome Variables 21 

Socialization and Enculturation 23 
Socialization 23 
Enculturation 24 

~i* The Concept of Culture as a Behavioral Determinant 25 
Summary of Our Cross-Cultural Perspective 27 
The Scope of This Book 28 

Chapter 2: The Global Perspective in Psychology: A Brief History 30 
4, The Need for a Global Perspective 30 

A Dream Exercise 31 
Internationalizing Psychology 38 

""«Cross-Cultural Concems in the History of Western Psychology 39 
The Prehistory of Psychology 40 
19th-Century European Developments 40 
French Offshoots 41 



vi Contents 

Early 20th-Century Trends in the United States 43 
Current Developments in Cross-Cultural Psychology 45 

The Heuristic Value of the Ecocultural Framework 46 

. Chapter 3: How Cross-Cultural Psychology Is Done 48 
Cross-Cultural Psychology's Scope: Questions It Asks 48 

The Culture-and-Personality School 48 
Methodology in Cross-Cultural Research: 

Some Problems and Some Solutions 52 
Measurement Problems 53 
Sampling Problems 61 
Administrative Problems 64 

Chapter 4: Perception of Visual Ulusions: A Case Study in 
the Methodology of Cross-Cultural Psychology 67 

Introduction: Why Study Perception Cross-Culturally? 67 
Seeing Is Believing . . . or Is It? 69 
Nativism Versus Empiricism 70 
Brunswik's Empiricist Theory: A Base for 

Cross-Cultural Research 70 
Cultural Differences in the Perception of Optical Ulusions 73 

Three Empiricist Hypotheses 73 
Initial Support for the Empiricist Theory 76 
Age Trends in the Illusion Data: A Challenge to the Empiricists 77 
Age Trends With the Ponzo Illusion: A Clarification 81 
A Plausible Rival Hypothesis 83 
One More Study of Illusion Susceptibility 86 
Conclusions Regarding Illusion Susceptibility 86 

Conclusion 88 

PART II: CULTURE AND COGNITION 89 

Chapter 5: Alternative Views on Human Competence 93 
Problems Studying Competence Cross-Culturally 93 

The Legacy of Levy-Bruhl 94 
19th-Century Cultural Evolution 96 
Boas and the "Unity of Mankind" 98 
L6vy-Bruhlian Revival 99 
Are There Racial Differences in Cognition? 100 

Culture-Specific Definitions of Competence 102 
The Social Meaning of Intelligence 104 

Deficiency Versus Differeace Interpretations of Intelligence 
Test Scores 108 



Contents vii 

The Deficit Interpretation 109 
The Difference Interpretation 110 

Summary and Conclusions 112 

Chapter 6: The Developmental Niche 113 
Why Study Developmental Psychology Cross-Culturally? 113 
The Developmental Niche 114 

Children's Everyday Activities 116 
Play Time and Work Time 117 
Play 121 

Informal Education 124 
The Transmission of Know-How 128 
Schooling or Apprenticeship by Experience: 

A Few Occupations in Europe 132 
Formal Aspects of Traditional Education 135 
Conclusions 139 

Chapter 7: Theories of Human Development 140 
Witkin's Psychological Differentiation Theory 140 

A Brief Overview of the Theory 140 
The Ecocultural Antecedents of Psychological Differentiation 142 

Piagetian Theory: Concrete and Formal Operations 143 
The Stage of Concrete Operations 144 
The Stage of Formal Operations 154 

Conclusion 157 

Chapter 8: Cognitive Processes 160 
Why Study Cognition Cross-Culturally? 160 
Categorization 161 
Sorting 164 

Other Influences on Sorting Behavior 167 
Memory 168 
Problem Solving 172 

Inferential Reasoning 173 
Verbal Logical Reasoning 174 

The Cognitive Consequences of Literacy and Schooling 180 
Literacy or Schooling? 182 

Summary and Conclusions 183 

Chapter 9: Everyday Cognition 186 
Introduction 186 
Ethnographyof Daily Life 187 
Cognitive Anthropology or Ethnoscience 188 



vii i Contents 

Everyday Knowledge of Arithmetic 190 
Everyday Arithmetic and School-Based Arithmetic 190 
Arithmetic in the Supermarket 193 

Transfer and Generalization 197 
Transfer of School Knowledge 197 
Transfer of Everyday Cognition 198 
Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge 202 
Conclusion Regarding Transfer 203 

Learning Processes 203 
Educational Applications 205 
Conclusions 209 

PART III: PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 211 

Chapter 10: Cultural Differences in Motives, Beliefs, and Values 215 
Introduction: Why Study Values Cross-Culturally? 215 

A Brief Expose of Western Values 216 
The Plan of This Chapter 217 

Individualism/Collectivism and Distributive Justice 218 
Social Loafing 220 

Cooperativeness and Competitiveness 221 
When in Doubt, if American, Compete 221 
When Values Conflict 222 
Cultural Roots of Competitiveness 223 

Achievement Motivation 225 
The Indirect Approach 225 
What Produces the Need to Achieve? 226 
Sources of Achievement Motivation 227 

Expectation of Reward and Other Temporal Values 229 
Time-Related Values 229 

Other Behavioral Dispositions 231 
Morality, Humanism, and Kindness 231 
Romantic Love and Affective Relationships 233 
Beliefs About Illness 234 
Death Concepts 235 

Some Concluding Observations 236 

Chapter 11: Males and Females and Relations Between Them 239 
Introduction: Why Study Sex and Gender Cross-Culturally? 239 

Sex and Gender Distinguished 240 
Psychological Differences Between the Sexes 240 

Sex and Culture as They Relate to Cognition 240 
Gender Roles: Some Characteristically 

Masculine and Feminine Behaviors 244 



Contents ix 

Differing Socialization for Boys and Girls: 
Why and With What Consequences? 249 

Economic and Biological Roots 250 
Gender Identity: Self-Perceptions of Men 

and Women Across Cultures 253 
Sex Role Ideology: Cross-Cultural Patterns of 

Male-Female Relationships 253 
Stereotypes About Males and Females 253 
Changing Sex Role Ideology 254 
Toward Equality of the Sexes 255 

A Sociocultural Theory of Human Sexuality 258 
Conclusion 261 

Chapter 12: Culture and Aggression 262 
Introduction: Why Study Aggression Cross-Culturally? 262 
The Cross-Cultural Research Strategy Applied to Aggression 262 

A Conceptual Framework for Aggression Research 263 
The Central Theme: Aggression's Multiple Causes 266 

Why Not Aggressive Instincts? 267 
Biological Possibilities 267 
Social-Learning Possibilities 269 

^ Research in Six Cultures 270 
Aggression and Power and Status 272 
Cultural Factors Relating to Crime 273 

Gender, Social Learning, and Aggression 275 
A Biosocial Answer 277 
A Strictly Cultural Answer 278 
An Expanded Biocultural Model 279 
Making Men Out of Boys 281 
Compensatory Machoism 281 
Other Cultural Contributions to Aggression 283 

Conclusions 284 

PART IV: CULTURES IN FLUX AND CULTURES IN CONTACT 287 

Chapter 13: Cultural Change and Modernization 291 
Why Study Cultural Change? 291 
Preliminary Generalizations Concerning Individual 

Reactions to Cultural Change 292 
An Acculturation Model and Some Theories 

of the Modernizing Process 293 
Culture Contact 295 
Cultural Change 295 
Some Modernization Theories 296 



x Contents 

The Measurement of Modernity 303 
Four Approaches to the Measurement of Individual Modernity 303 
Similarities and Differences in Definitions of Modernism 307 
Behavioristic Approaches to the Study of Modernization 308 
Concluding Comments on the Measurement of Modernity 309 

Some Empirical Studies of Modernization 310 
On the Maintenance of Traditional Beliefs by Modernists 310 
On the Key Role of Formal Education 311 

Summary and Conclusions 314 

Chapter 14: Intercultural Relations in a Shrinking World 315 
Introduction: The Dubious Distinction Between 

In-group and Out-group 315 
Ethnocentrism 316 
Psychological Concomitants of Nationalism 317 

A Case Study of Nationalism in Sub-Saharan Af rica 318 
Out-group Relations 321 

Ethnocentrism in the Ugandan Case Study 321 
Banyankore Attitudes Toward Out-groups 322 
Intergroup Attraction and Perception on a Broader Canvas 326 
Additional Insights From Other Cross-Cultural Studies 331 
What Is an In-group? 338 

Some Conclusions and Tentative Prescriptions 338 

Chapter 15: Conclusions 341 
On the Importance of the Sociocultural Context 341 

Contextual Variations in Father/Son Relations 341 
ji Justice, Fairness, and Ethnocentrism in Cultural Context 342 

Context Effects on Cognition and Perception 343 
The Ecocultural Framework Revisited 344 

Ecology and Cognition 344 
Climate and Child-Rearing 345 
Sociopolitical Variables 346 

Relations Between Cross-Cultural and Mainstream Psychology 346 
On the Failure to Penetrate the Mainstream 347 

^ Looking to the Future of Cross-Cultural Psychology 350 

References 354 
Author Index 389 
Subject Index 399 
About the Authors 423 
SeriesList 425 


