CONTENTS

Preface  vii

Chapter One: THE NATURE OF PREJUDICE 1

Conceptions of Prejudice 3

A Definition of Prejudice 12

Prejudice as Attitude 13

Prejudice as an Element of Culture 22
The Persistence of Prejudice 28
Summary and Conclusion 33

Chapter Two: PERSONALITY FUNCTIONS OF PREJUDICE
FOR THE MAJORITY GROUP 39

Displacement of Aggression 490
Protection of Self-Esteem 46
Reduction of Uncertainty 53
Summary and Conclusion 61

Chapter Three: SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF PREJUDICE
FOR THE MAIJORITY GROUP 65

Maintenance of Occupational Status 66
Performance of Unpleasant or Low-Paying Jobs 74
Maintenance of Power 82

Summary and Conclusion 85



vi Contents

Chapter Four: FUNCTIONS OF PREJUDICE FOR THE
MINORITY GROUP 89

Reduction of Competition 90
Maintenance of Solidarity 92
Reduction of Uncertainty 97
Summary and Conclusion 98

Chapter Five:r PREJUDICE IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 103

Competitiveness and Prejudice in American
Society 105

Zero-Sum Orientation and Prejudice 107

Social Change and Prejudice 108

Prospects for the Reduction of Prejudice 116

Summary and Conclusion 127

References 133
Index 147



