Contents

Chapter 1 Lay and Scientific Theories

1.1 Introduction
1.2 Differences between ““lay’’ and *‘scientific’’ theories
(1) Explicitness and formality
(2) Coherent and consistent
(3) Verification vs falsification
(4) Cause and consequence
(5) Content vs process
(6) Internal (individualistic) vs external (situational)
(7) General vs specific
(8) Strong vs weak
1.3 The study of lay theories of human behaviour
(1) The actiology or development of lay beliefs
(2) The relationship between lay beliefs
(3) The function of lay beliefs
{4) The stability and consistency of lay beliefs
(5) The consequences of lay beliefs
(6) The changing of lay beliefs
(7y The manipulation of lay beliefs
(8) The structure of lay beliefs
(9) Lay beliefs about social behaviour vs social scientists’ beliefs about lay behaviour
1.4 Some definitional distinctions
1.5 How does one measure, assess or investigate lay theories?
(1) Self-report
(2) Test data
(3) Observing behaviour
1.6 Conclusion

Chapter 2 Common Sense and Human Nature

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Common sense

2.3 Human nature

2.4 Two approaches to understanding lay theories (world views, cognitive systems)
(1) Content
(2) Process

2.5 Information gathering and hypothesis testing

2.6 Conclusion

Chapter 3 Lay Theories in Psychology

3.1 Imtroduction

3.2 Kaowledge of psychological principles
3.3 Changes over time

3.4 Personality and individual differences
3.5 Intelligence

3.6 Conclusion

.
OO WWAR IR D D WU N - -

22

22
24
33

38

42

47

47
50
56
61
65
1



xii Contents

Chapter 4 Lay Theories in Psychiatry

4.1 Introduction
4.2 Attitudes to, and concepts of, mental health
4.3 Attributions for addiction
(1) Alcoholism
(2) Nicotine
4.4 Explanations for depression
4.5 Explanations for neuroticism
4.6 The attribution of cure
4.7 Conclusion

Chapter 5 Lay Theories in Medicine

5.1 Introduction
5.2 Caultural determinants of health beliefs
(1) Anatomy and physiology
(2} Food, diet and nutrition
(3) Pain and discomfort
(4) Pharmacology
5.3 Health beliefs
5.4 Doctor-patient communication
5.5 Specific beliefs
(1) Heaith locus of control
(2) Just world beliefs and victims of illness
5.6 Lay theories of specific illnesses
(1) Obesity
(2) Diabetes
(3) Alzheimer’s disease
(4) Lung cancer
5.7 Conclusion

Chapter 6 Lay Theories in Economics

6.1 Introduction
6.2 Developmental studies
6.3 Studies on adult economic beliefs
(1) Explaining the causes of unemployment
(2) Explanations for poverty
(3) Explanations for wezalth
{4) Explanations for inflation
6.4 Conclusion

Chapter 7 Lay Theories in Statistics

7.1 Introduction
7.2 The failure of intuition
(1) Representatives
(2) Availability
(3) Adjustment and anchoring
7.3 Lay psychometrics
7.4 Gambling

7.5 Limitations and artefacts of the current research

{1} Information presentation vs search
{2) The context of calcunlation
(3} The role of experience

7.6 Conclusion

73

73
74
78
79
85
89
93
97
103

125

125
128
130
130
136
141
145
148

150

150
151
152
153
153
154
159
162
163
163
164
164



Contents

Chapter 8 Lay Theories in Law

8.10

Introduction

Attribution theory

Lay theories of delinquency and deviance
Theories of justice

(1) Equity theory

(2) Justice motives

(3) Ethical ideologies

Attitudes to punishment

Legal reasoning

Fear of crime

Is there a criminal type?

The police, the public and crime
Conclusion

Chapter 9 Lay Theories in Education

Introduction

Common sense

Divergent perspectives

Teacher expectations: fulfilling prophesies and confirming theories
Parenis’ beliefs

Pupils’ perceptions and expectations

Beliefs about the causes of success and failure

Congclusion

Chapter 10 Conclusion

10.6
10.7
10.8
10.9

Introduction

A terminological note

Common sense

Constructionism and ethnomethodology
Current research concerns

(1) Everyday knowledge of particular issues
(2) The structure of implicit taxonomies

(3) Information search and lay-hypothesis testing
(4) Self-other discrepancies

(5) The taxonomisation of explanations
Amateurs, hobbyists and avocational scientists
The lay psychometrician

Lay theories and memory

Errors in lay thinking: the art of doubt

(1) The Barnum effect

(2) Bogus psychologists and their techniques

10.10 The self-presentation of lay theories

10.11

The communication of scientific information to non-scientists

10.12 Selling and marketing pet theories

10.13

Choosing, using and formulating theories

References

Index

187

189

189
192
193
196
200
202

205

247



