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Introduction
1 Dictionaries and the dictionary

1.1 Definitions

1.1.1 What is a dictionary?
1111 A dictionary is a series of separate paragraphs
1.1.1.2 A dictionary is meant to be consulted,

not read
1.1.1.3 Dictionaries have a double structure
1.1.1.4 A dictionary is an ordered list of items
1115 A dictionary lists linguistic units
1116 A dictionary is a didactic book
1.1.1.7 A dictionary gives information about
linguistic signs

1.1.1.8 A dictionary represents a lexical set
1.1.1.9 A dictionary is a special kind of text
1.1.1.10 Can anyone define dictionary?

112 The dictionary and other types of books
1.1.2.1 Various types of dictionaries
1.1.2.2 The dictionary and other lists of words
1.1.2.3 The dictionary and the encyclopedia
1.1.2.4 The dictionary and the grammar

1.2 Types of dictionaries

1.2.1 Dictionary typologies
1.2.11 Formal typologies
1.2.1.2 More sophisticated typologies
1.2.1.3 Functional typologies
1.2.1.4 Genetic typologies
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1.2.1.5 The basic types of dictionaries
Monolingual and bilingual dictionaries
General and specialized dictionaries
Encyclopedic and linguistic dictionaries

Foreign learners’ and native speakers’ dictionaries
Dictionaries for adults and dictionaries for children
Alphabetized and non-alphabetized dictionaries

Electronic and paper dictionaries
1.2.2 The monolingual general-purpose dictionary

2 A brief history of English dictionaries

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Pre-history: from glossaries to dictionaries
2.1.1 The origins
2.1.2 Glosses and early bilingual dictionaries
Dictionaries from the Renaissance to the eighteenth
century
2.2.1 Dictionaries of hard words
2.2.2 The inclusion of common words
2.2.3 The role of the first monolingual dictionaries
The turning point of the eighteenth century
2.3.1 The precursors
2.3.2 Samuel Johnson
2.3.3 The birth of a tradition
2.3.3.1 The dictionary as a ‘scholarly record of the
whole language’
2.3.3.2 The dictionary using a corpus
2.3.3.3 A dictionary of the literary language
2.3.3.4 The normative function of the dictionary
Eighteenth- and nineteenth-century dictionaries
2.4.1 British dictionaries after Johnson
2.4.2 American dictionaries before Noah Webster, and after
2.4.3 The nineteenth-century dictionary and its social roles
2.4.3.1 Dictionaries for the middle classes
2.4.3.2 Dictionaries to educate the uneducated
2.4.3.3 Dictionaries to submit the people or to liberate
the masses?
2.4.3.4 The dictionary as a patriotic emblem
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3 The British tradition of the scholarly dictionary

3.1 The Oxford English Dictionary
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3.3.2.1 Dictionaries of pronunciation
3.3.2.2 Dictionaries of synonyms and thesauruses
3.3.2.3 Dictionaries of slang
3.3.2.4 Dictionaries of new words
3.3.2.5 Other dictionaries
3.3.3 Dictionaries of other English-speaking countries
3.3.3.1 Dictionaries of new Englishes
3.3.3.2 The two types of dictionaries
3.4 The tradition of the scholarly dictionary

4 The American tradition of the utility dictionary
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4.2.3.4 Other dictionaries
4.3 The tradition of the utility dictionary
4.3.1 The main characteristics of American GPDs
4.3.2 The numbers game
4.3.3 Prescriptive dictionaries
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4.4 Dictionaries for Britain and the USA, and beyond

4.4.1 The American dictionary in Britain

4.4.1.1 The Collins Dictionary of the English Language
4.4.1.2 British dictionaries influenced by the American

tradition

4.4.2 NODE and NOAD, or two traditions in one dictionary

4.4.3 EWED: A dictionary of global English?

5 A new tradition: the dictionary for foreign students

5.1

5.2

5.3

6 English dictionaries of the twentieth century: the cultural,

The ‘Big Five’
5.1.1 The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

5.1.2 The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
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5.1.5 The Macmillan English Dictionary
Other dictionaries for foreign learners

5.2.1 Learners’ dictionaries in America and elsewhere
5.2.2 Variations on the theme of the learner’s dictionary

5.2.2.1 The encyclopedic learner’s dictionary

5.2.2.2 The onomasiological learner’s dictionary

5.2.2.3 The learner’s dictionary of idioms

5.2.2.4 The learner’s dictionary of collocations

5.2.2.5 Other learners’ dictionaries
5.2.2.6 Electronic learners’ dictionaries
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7 The study of dictionary users and uses

7.1 Who uses dictionaries, and what for?
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