
Contents 

Acknowledgements vii 

Preface viii 

1 Introduction 1 

2 From Rational Choice to McDonaldisation 12 
2.1 Introduction 12 
2.2 Pegging a Survey 12 
2.3 Social Capital as McDonaldisation 17 
2.4 The McDonaldisation Menú 20 
2.5 Concluding Remarks 34 
3 The Short History of Social Capital 36 
3.1 Introduction 36 
3.2 'Twixt Becker and Bourdieu 38 
3.3 Departing Neo-Liberalism? 46 
3.4 Social Capital as Ploughman's Lunch 49 
3.5 Concluding Remarks 58 

4 The BBI Syndrome 60 
4.1 Introduction 60 
4.2 Social Capital as Black Hole 62 
4.3 BBI Gender on the Dark Side 68 
4.4 Social Capital in Context - Or Vice Versa? 75 
4.5 BBBI by Way of Concluding Remarks 84 

5 Social Capital versus Social History 90 
5.1 Introduction 90 
5.2 The Historical Dog That Did Not Bark 91 
5.3 From Social Capital to History 96 
5.4 The Present as History 104 
5.5 There Is No Alternative? 106 

6 Social Capital is Dead: 
Long Live Whatever Comes Next 110 

6.1 Introduction 110 
6.2 Social Capital's Irresistible Rise ... 114 



vi THEOR1ESOF SOCIAL CAPITAL 

6.3 ... andFall 124 
6.4 Strategic Weaknesses Are Tactical Strengths? 129 
6.5 Deconstructing the Buzz 134 
6.6 GBS, Hegel and Abraham Lincoln 136 

7 Management Studies Goes to McDonald's 140 
7.1 Introduction 140 
7.2 'Twixt Heterodoxy and Parasitism? 141 
7.3 It Ain't Critical ... 143 
7.4 ... And It Ain't Marxist 153 
7.5 Concluding Remarks 156 

8 Degradation without Limit 158 
8.1 Introduction 158 
8.2 Putnamenology 158 
8.3 The Dismal (Social) Science 171 
8.4 In Social Capital We Trust? 176 
8.5 Concluding Remarks 183 

9 W(h)ither Social Capital? 184 
9.1 Introduction 184 
9.2 Flavouring But Not Favouring Social Capital 185 
9.3 Measure for Measure 194 
9.4 Social Capital as Policy? 197 
9.5 The Last Word - Again 205 

Notes 208 
Bibliography 226 
Index 260 


