
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments 

INTRODUCTION: WHY TELEVISIÓN? 

A Note on History 10 
Further Reading 12 

SECTION 1: TELEVISIÓN INSTITUTIONS 15 

CHAPTER 1: EXCHANGING PROGRAMMING 17 

Production 19 
Distribution 24 
Transmission 35 
The Web of Ownership 41 
From Pitch to Hit 46 
Further Reading 52 

CHAPTER 2: EXCHANGING AUDIENCES 54 

The Advertising Exchange 54 
The Audience F'.xchange 72 
The Industry at Work: The Case of Reality Televisión 86 
Further Reading 97 

CHAPTER 3: SERVING THE PUBLIC INTEREST 99 

Regulating the Airwaves: Televisión and the FCC 100 
The Noncommercial Alternative: Public Televisión in America 115 
Further Reading 124 



126 CHAPTER 4: TELEVISED CIT1ZENSHIP 

Televisión Journalism: News for Public and Prívate Intcrests 126 

Politics for Profit: Televisión and American Klectíons 

Further Reading 

50 
157 

SECTION 2: TELEVISIÓN MEANINGS 1 5 9 

CHAPTER 5: MAKING MEANING 1 6 1 

Modes of Televisión Production '"~ 
The Elements of Televisión Style ' ' 
Further Reading 

CHAPTER 6: TELLING TELEVISIÓN STORIES 2 1 3 

213 
234 

The Form of Televisión Narrative 
Televisión Genres 
Formal Analysis in Action: The Case of Losf 25o 
Further Reading ¿o / 

CHAPTER 7: SCREENING AMERICA 2 6 9 

Representing the American Nation 271 
Pushing the Limits of Representation Through Satire 28o 
Further Reading 303 

CHAPTER 8: REPRESENTING IDENTITY 305 

Approaches to Studying Identity 306 
Representing Race and Ethnicity 314 
Representing Gender 329 
Representing Sexual Orientation 345 
Further Reading 351 

SECTION 3: TELEVISIÓN PRACTICES 355 

CHAPTER 9: VIEWING TELEVISIÓN 357 

Televisión Viewers: Passive or Active, Effects or Influcnces? 357 
Not Just Watching: The Cultural Prácticos of Televisión 367 
Further Reading 381 



CHAPTER 10: TELEVISIÓN FOR CHILDREN 383 

The Imagined Child Audience 383 
Media Literacy Education 389 
Educational Televisión and the Case oíSesame Street 394 
Further Reading 401 

CHAPTER 11: TELEVISION'S TRANSFORMING TECHNOLOGIES 403 

The Culture of Televisión Technology 404 
A Brief Cultural History of Televisión Technology 409 
Televisión in Transition: Converging on the Digital 418 
Further Reading 436 

CONCLUSIÓN: AMERICAN TELEVISIÓN IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT 438 

Exporting American Televisión and Cultural Valúes 439 
Importing Global Televisión 442 
Blurring National Boundaries and the Global Simpsons 445 
Further Reading 449 

Index 451 

For more information about this book, including updates, corrections, 
links, videos, and teaching resources, visit the companion website at 
http://tvamericanculture.net. 

http://tvamericanculture.net

