CONTENTS

List of Illustrations  ix

Preface and Acknowledgments  xi

Introduction: The Period and Its Sources 3
“Remote” Written Sources 8
Jerusalem-Centered Sources 10
Local Documents 11
Archacology 12
Visual Evidence 14
Scholarship 15

Chapter One: The Formation of an Islamic City 21

The Legacy of the Christian City 24
The First Decades of Muslim Rule 44

Chapter Two: The Dome of the Rock 52
The Inscriptions 56
The Mosaics 71
The Shape of the Building 104
The Location of the Building 110

Chapter Three: The Haram and Its Buildings 117
The Agsa Mosque 117
The Haram 122
The Muslim “Quarter” 128
The Dome of the Chain 130



Chapter Four: The Fatimid City 135

Jerusalem in 1050: Nasir-i Kbosraw's Account 137
The Formation of Fatimid Jerusalem 161

Conclusion: The Shape of the Holy 170

Appendix A 174

Using Computer-Aided Design Programs for Urban and Architectural Reconstructions—
The Case of Early Islamic Jerusalem

BY MOHAMMAD AL-ASAD

Appendix B 184
The Inscriptions of the Dome of the Rock: Arabic Text

Abbreviations 187
Notes 189
Bibliograpby 219
Index 227



