
Contents

Acknowledgements 7

Introduction 9

1 Heimat—Towards a Definition 19

2 Heimat—Film and Genre 53
The Heimat Film Genre 55
Genre Film as Heimat 63

3 Mountain Films 75
Leni Riefenstahl's The Blue Light 86
Luis Trenker's The Prodigal Son 93
Tom Tykwer's Wintersleepers 105

4 Nazi Heimat Films 133
Carl Froelich's Heimat 140
Kurt Hoffmann's Kohlhiesel's Daughters 149
Oliver Hirschbiegel's Downfall 156

5 Post-War Heimat Films 175
Hans Deppe's Black Forest Girl 187
Hans Deppe's Green Is the Heath 195
Sönke Wortmann's The Miracle of Bern 206



6 Critical Heimat Films 235
Rainer Werner Fassbinder's Katzeimacher 245
Volker Schlöndorff and Margarethe von Trotta's
The Lost Honour of Katharina Blum 254
Edgar Reitz's Heimat Series 261

7 Positive (Re-JDiscoveries of Heimat 295
DEFA HEIMAT FILMS 298

OSTALGIE FILMS 311

Peter Timm's The Living Room Fountain 316
Leander Haußmann's Sonnenallee 319
Wolfgang Becker's Good Bye, Lenin! 322
WESTALGIE FILMS 327

Leander Haußmann's Herr Lehmann 333
Hans Weingartner's The Edukators 337

8 Ambivalent Heimat Films 361
Hans Sebastian Steinbichler's Hierankl 365
Hans-Christian Schmid's Requiem 370
Marcus H. Rosenmüller's Grave Decisions 375

9 Hyphenated Heimat 389
Fatih Akin's Head On 400
Angelina Maccarone's Unveiled 408
Züli Aladag's Rage 41 5

Conclusion 433

Bibliography 439

Index of Film Directors 473


