
Table of Contents

Preface and Acknowledgements iii

List of Figures iv

List of Tables v

Introduction 1

Chapter One: Objections to the Existing Definition 7

Introduction 7
Observations on the Traditional Definitions of hii 7
Genre of Sources 9
Contextual Setting 9
The Cult of Osiris 11
Conclusion 11
Table 1: Sources Containing Additional Mourning Words 12
Table 2: Genre of Sources 13
Table 3: Contextual Setting 14
Table 4: Allusions to the Cult of Osiris 14

Chapter Two: Old Kingdom Participants Involved in the Performance of hii 16
Introduction 16

The Egyptian Funeral 16
Old Kingdom Private Sources 16

Debehni and Qar: The indt 16
Sakhmet 18
Hathor 20
Neith 21
Axis Mundi 23

Hetepherakhti 23
Inhabitants of the Sacred Delta Localities 26

Sabni: hi(i)tiw 28
Pepiankh: hi(i)w 28
Old Kingdom Royal Sources 28

Pyramid Texts 28
Nursing Cows 28
The wriiw 32
The Deceased King or Queen 33
tmt 33
First Person Subject 34

Summation of Old Kingdom Participants 34
Table 5: Dragging Scenes with A 28 Pose 36

Chapter Three: Middle Kingdom Participants Involved in the Performance of hii 37
Introduction ...37
Funerary Liturgy 37

dmd(y)t 37
rhytnbt 39

Coffin Texts 40
Summation of Middle Kingdom Participants 40
Table 6: Performers of hii in the Coffin Texts 42

Chapter Four: New Kingdom Participants Involved in the Performance of hii 43
Introduction 43
TT 82: smr and hry-hbt 43



Book of the Dead 43
BD V.hiyw 43

BD 172: The Deceased 43
Book of Gates: Four Goddesses 44
Amduat: A Goddess (?) 44
Summation of New Kingdom Participants 44
Developments Over Time 45
Table 7: Actors Involved in the Performance of M 46

Chapter Five: The Avian Motif 48
Introduction 48
The ¿?if-Bird: Old Kingdom Royal Sources 48
Birds and hii in the Coffin Texts 48
Birds and hii in the New Kingdom 50
Analysis 50

Chapter Six: Location and Time of the Rite of hii 54
Introduction 54
Private Sources 54
Mythological Sources 58
Conclusion 59
Table 8: Location and Time of the Rite of hii in the Private Sources 60
Table 9: Location and Time of the Rite of hii in the Mythologized Sources 60

Chapter Seven: The A 28 Gesture in Illustrations and Hieroglyphic Writing 62
Introduction 62
Past Research 62
A 28 Gesture as a Hieroglyphic Determinative . 63
Pictorial Evidence 63

Predynastic Period 63
Old Kingdom 65
Middle Kingdom 65
New Kingdom 66

Conclusion 66

Chapter Eight: A Catalogue of Sources that Include the Word hii 68
Introduction 68
Old Kingdom 68

Old Kingdom Summary 73
Middle Kingdom 73

Coffin Texts 73
Funerary Liturgy 78
Middle Kingdom Summary 79

New Kingdom 79
New Kingdom Summary 84

Late Period 84
Ptolemaic Period 85
Conclusion 87
Table 10: Examples of hii in the Coffin Texts 87

Table 11: Examples of hii in the Ptolemaic Period 88

Table 12: Summary of hii Citations 89

Conclusion 91

Figures 95

Bibliography 106


