
CONTENTS

l i s t of Tables vü

List of Figures viii-ix

l i s t of Plates X-»

Introduction 1-7
The site 1

Levels, phases, and subphases 1
Houses, suites, and rooms 3

The excavations 5
The artifactual finds 5
The records 5

Field notes 5
Plans 5
Cross-sections 5
Site photographs 6
Artifact cards and drawings 6
Artifact photos 6
Sherd tallies 6

Dates and dating 6
The dating of phases and levels 6
The provenience of artifacts 6

The present text 7
Acknowledgments 7

Phase 3: the Early Christian and early Classic Christian occupation 9-54
Subphase 3a (Level 13) 10

Survivals from Subphase 2c 10
Other survivals 10
Rebuilt structures 10
New buildings 12
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 3a 14

Subphase 3b (Level 12) 15
Modifications 15
New construction 17
Other residential remains 17
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 3b 18

Subphase 3c (Level l ib) 18
Modifications 19
New construction 20
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 3c 20

Subphase 3d (Level Ila) 20
The finds 21

The pottery 21
The non-pottery finds 36

Comparisons and discussion 46
The architectural evidence 46
The artifactual remains 47
Implications and issues 48

Phase 4: the later Classic Christian occupation 51-109
Some basic features of Phase 4 architecture 52

House plans 52
Construction 52



Roofing 52
Floors 52
Interior features 52

Subphase 4a (Level 9) 54
Building XXn 54
Building XXm 54
Building XXIV 55
Building V 55
Building XXI 56
Building LI 57
Building Lm 57
Building Lu 57
Building XXVn 58
Building LV 58
Building XXVm 58
Building XXIX 58
Church VI 59

The cemetery 59
Pottery kilns 59
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 4a 60

Subphase 4b (Level 8) 60
Modifications 61
New construction 64
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 4b 64

Subphase 4c (Level 7) 64
Modifications 65
New construction 67
Summary and interpretation of Subphase 4c 68

Mural inscriptions and paintings 68
Inscriptions in Building XXHI 68
Inscriptions in Building V 69
Paintings and inscriptions in Church VI 71

The cemetery 73
The finds 74

The pottery 74
The non-pottery finds 91

Comparisons and discussion 105
The architectural evidence 105
The artifactual remains 106
The textual evidence 107
Implications and issues 108

Appendix: comprehensive register of finds from Phases 3 and 4 111-115

Bibliography 117-119

Arabic summary

vi


