Contents

Acknowledgments vii
Introduction: The Design of This Book 1
1 The Study of Literary Formulas 5

Formulas, Genres, and Archetypes 5

The Artistic Characteristics of
Formula Literature 8

Formulas and Culture 20

2 Notes toward a Typology of Literary Formulas 37
Adventure 39
Romance 41
Mystery 42
Melodrama 44
Alien Beings or States 47

3 The Mythology of Crime and Its Formulaic
Embodiments 51
The Godfather and the Literature of Crime 51
Elements of the New Formula 65
The Cultural Function of Popular Crime Formulas 76

4 The Formula of the Classical Detective Story 80
Patterns of the Formula 80
Cultural Background of the Formula 98

5 The Art of the Classical Detective Story 106
Central Artistic Problems of the Genre 106
Artistic Failures and Successes: Christie and
Sayers 111
The Art of Simenon 125
Detective Stories and Detection as an Element
in Other Literary Genres 222

v
Cawelti, John G. digitalisiert durch:

Adventure, mystery, and romance IDS Basel Bern
1977



Contents

The Future of the Classical Detective Story 136

The Hard-Boiled Detective Story 139
Hard-boiled and Classical Detective Stories 139
Patterns of the Formula 142
Cultural Background of the Formula 156

Hammett, Chandler, and Spillane 162
The Western: A Look at the Evolution of a Formula 192
Cooper and the Beginnings of the Western
Formula 194

Nick of the Woods and the Dime Novel 209

Wister’s Virginian and the Modern Western 215

Zane Grey and W. S. Hart: The Romantic Western
of the 1920s 230

The Classic Western: John Ford and Others 242

The Jewish Cowboy, the Black Avenger, and the
Return of the Vanishing American: Current Trends
in the Formula 252

The Best-Selling Social Melodrama 260
The Social Melodrama 260
The Aesthetics of Social Melodrama 263
The Evolution of Social Melodrama 268
Irving Wallace 284

Conclusion 296
Notes 303
Bibliographical Notes 319

Index 330



	005644073 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2



