Contents

Preface
Abbreviations

Part 1

1. Reading Plato’s Dialogues
1.1 Conversing and reading
1.2 Reading as learning
1.3 Plato’s dialogues: read or performed?

2. Readers and Interlocutors
2.1 The prisoner’s ascent from the Cave: a paradigm
for learning
2.2 A demanding type of reading
2.3 Readers and interlocutors
2.4 Developing a generic identity
2.5 Plato’s corpus and the development of the reader

3. Developing the Virtues of Dialectic: A Model
for Reading
3.1 ‘Middle’ and ‘late’ works: a paradigm shift?
3.2 Interlocutors in ‘early’ dialogues
3.3 Interlocutors in ‘middle’ dialogues
3.4 Interlocutors in ‘late’ dialogues
3.5 Progress and virtue
3.6 Learning among readers

Part II

4. Characterization: A Route into Interpretation?
4.1 Socrates and Alcibiades
4.2 Character: a route into interpretation?
4.3 Characters as role models?
4.4 Character, reflection, and construction
4.5 The challenge of character: a functional view
4.6 Socrates: a dominant character

20
29

32

32
38
44
49
52

58
58
67
75
80
84
92

101
101
106
112
116
127
130



4.7 Characterization and the experience of reading 132

4.8 ‘Later’ dialogues: the disappearance of character 135
5. Argumentation: A Descent into Didactic Dialectic? 142
5.1 Authorities on wisdom 142
5.2 A descent into didactic dialectic? 146
5.3 Possible solutions 151
5.4 An alternative approach: arguments and
their presentation 154
5.5 ‘Early’ arguments 160
5.6 ‘Middle’ arguments 168
5.7 ‘Late’ arguments 176
5.8 Towards independent readers and learners 184
6. Structure and Unity: Challenging the Reader 187
6.1 Searching for unity 187
6.2 Structure and unity: possible approaches 193
6.3 Common structural patterns 198
6.4 Structural patterns and the reader 214
6.5 Structure, unity, and ‘living’ discourse 217
7. Plot and Action: Process vs. Resolution 225
7.1 Plato’s dialogues: classical plot? 225
7.2 Unclassical plot: proliferation, fragmentation,
and irresolution 232
7.3 Laches 236
7.4 Republic 242
7.5 Sophist 250

7.6 Resolution vs. repetition: getting caught in the middle 256

8. Reading, Learning, and Acting: Becoming Active Receivers 263

8.1 The reader’s progress 263
8.2 Dialectical virtue, civic virtue 270
8.3 The myth of Phaedo: from reading to acting 277
References 291
General Index 315

Index of Works 327



