
Contents 

Preface ix 
A note on abbreviations x 
Introduction i 

1 The government of education 5 

2 The background to policy-making in 
education 23 

3 Defining secondary education: the 
Labour government 1945-51 43 

4 Bringing politics into education: the 
survival of the comprehensive school 
idea in the early 1950s 59 

5 A time to experiment: the develop­
ment of secondary education under 
the Conservatives 82 

6 Bringing education into politics: 
Labour takes the initiative 104 

7 Theory into practice: the Labour 
government 1964-70 129 

8 The development of educational 
policy 150 

A note on sources 164 
Notes and references 166 
Index '82 


