
Contents 

List of illustrations [page x] 
List of illustrations from the Christian Topography [xv] 
List of colour plates [xxi] 
Acknowledgements [xxiii] 
Note to the reader [xxiv] 
List of abbreviations [xxv] 

Introduction [1] 
The treatise [4] 
Stemma [7] 

1. The author and the context of the creation of the Christian 
Topography [10] 
1.1 The name of the author [10] 
1.2 The date of the treatise [12] 
1.3 Kosmas, his travels and his education [13] 
1.4 Patrikios, the teacher of Kosmas [16] 
1.5 Alexandria, its schools and the controversy over the eternity of the world 

[17] 
1.6 Kosmas, Theodore of Mopsuestia and the Three Chapters controversy 

[19] 

2. Miniatures of Book II: what Kosmas saw and what he 
read [24] 
2.1 Monuments of Adulis (11:54-67) [24] 
2.2 Map of Ephoros [35] 

3. Miniatures of Book IV: the cosmos of Kosmas [42] 
3.1 The universe described by Kosmas [42] 
3.2 The universe represented by Kosmas [48] 

3.2.1 Side view of the universe [48] 
3.2.2 Side view of the universe divided by the firmament [50] 
3.2.3 The universe seen from the long side - Vat [50] 
3.2.4 Lower space of the universe - S and L [51] 
3.2.5 The earth [52] 
3.2.6 Additional earth - S and L [65] 
3.2.7 Elevation of the earth - Vat [66] 
3.2.8 Elevation of the earth, changes in the length of the day [67] 



viii Contents 

3.2.9 Universe [68] 
3.2.10 Spherical universe with zodiac [70] 
3.2.11 Antipodes [77] 

3.3 Kosmas'cosmos illustrated in Book IV [83] 

4. Book V: the universe revealed [86] 
4.1 Commentary on Exodus (V:l-66) [86] 

4.1.1 Shadow - image - reality [86] 
4.1.2 The itinerary through the desert and the theophany on Sinai 

[87] 
4.1.2.1 The itinerary through the desert (V:l 3-18) [87] 
4.1.2.2 Theophany on Sinai (V: 19) [100] 

4.1.3 The tabernacle and its implements (V:20-55) [105] 
4.1.3.1 The tabernacle (V:20-9) [105] 
4.1.3.2 The coverings of the tabernacle (V:30-2) [111] 
4.1.3.3 The table and the menorah (V:33-4) [114] 
4.1.3.4 The ark of the covenant (V:36-7) [118] 
4.1.3.5 The court of the tabernacle (V:39-44) [122] 
4.1.3.6 The garments of the priest (V:45-9) [123] 
4.1.3.7 Encampment of the Israelites (V:55) [127] 
4.1.3.8 The tabernacle as the universe [130] 

4.1.4 The crossing of the Jordan (V:65) [133] 
4.2 Catalogue of patriarchs, prophets and saints (V:67-257) [134] 

4.2.1 Adam and Eve (V:67-74) [135] 
4.2.2 Abel (V:75-81) [136] 
4.2.3 Enoch (V:82-4) [138] 
4.2.4 Noah and the ark (V:85-94) [ 141 ] 
4.2.5 Melchizedek (V:95-8) [143] 
4.2.6 Abraham (V:99-l03) [144] 
4.2.7 Isaac (V:104-6) [148] 
4.2.8 Jacob (V: 107-10) [149] 
4.2.9 Moses (V:l 11-14) [149] 
4.2.10 David (V: 122-39) [157] 
4.2.11 Elijah (V:140-l) [162] 
4.2.12 Minor Prophets (V:142-65) [164] 
4.2.13 Major Prophets (V:166-74) [167] 

4.2.13.1 Isaiah and Ezekiel (V:166-8 and V:171-2) [167] 
4.2.13.2 Daniel (V: 173-4) [170] 

4.2.14 John the Baptist (V: 175-6) [175] 
4.2.15 Evangelists and St Peter (V:l90-211) [177] 
4.2.16 St Stephen (V:213—14) [178] 
4.2.17 St Paul (V:215-26) [181] 
4.2.18 Parousia [184] 
4.2.19 Visualizing the history of salvation [187] 

5. Miniatures of Books VI-IX [190] 
5.1 Book VI [190] 



Contents ix 

5.2 Book VII [200] 
5.3 Book VIII [201] 
5.4 Book IX: angels moving the stars [210] 
5.5 Visual polemic [213] 

6. The image of God, the image of the whole world [214] 

Appendix: codicological description of the manuscripts [227] 
Vaticanus Graecus 699 [227] 
Sinaiticus Graecus 1186 [230] 
Laurentianus Pluteus IX.28 [235] 

Illustrations from the Christian Topography [237] 
Bibliography [330] 
Index [376] 


