Table of Contents

1 INELOAUCHION ... e sensesessesre e sasssnsasssssnsnses 1
1.1  Motivation for the Study ......cccceeeceeevrreceeninersensecrssetres e seeeseeenae 2
1.2 Aims Of the StUAY «.eeecerecrerceericriiisiicsincnnernesensesesstsesies s ssssasassaensas 3
1.3 Theoretical framework and outline-of the study .........ccoerurncerricnnensd

2 Functional features in language acquisition:

The state Of the Art......eceeeieeee e 9
2.1 INTrOQUCHON utiiirieeieiessereccnneessesserossansessneesssssassssasesassnssessassssssaness 9
2.2 Theory development in language acqQuiSition ......cc.ceeverrevererssnnsaens 11
2.2.1 Where language acquiSition StATLS .......cceverselverenicressessessnseeseessenns 13
2.2.2 How language acquisition develops.........cccoeecceerinicncsencnisncnncnns 15
2.2.3 Types of language acqUiSition ........cccosesseresensiensrsssessenssnnesessanesanas 17
2.2.4 Functional features in L2 acquisition:

morphological variability in L2 grammar .........cccovvnieverinnnenennece 18
2.2.5 Second language acquisition: variables and contexts ................... 30
2.3 Articles in first and second language acquiSition.......cccceersceincacnns 47
2.3.1 Articles in German and English: a contrastive analysis ................ 48
2.3.2 First language acquisition of the nominal

system in German and English....c.cueoeneevenieiniinciiicnnincnienen, 65
2.3.3 Second language acquisition of the

German nominal SyStem..........ccocoeeuieeeeeeeeeeeeccreeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeaeas 72
2.4 SUIMIMALY .cccverrrursersnssnssnsnsnssnisssassasssssssssssssssssosssssssssessssassssnssnssssns 76
3 Empirical evidence .........ueuecceeeeeeeeeereeneseeeenssssseessssssassesesesanens 81
3.1 INtrOdUCHON cueeeeereateeceerereneessesneesnerarassesssesssansesassesasesasessemsnssnes 81
3.2 Research questions and hypOtheses .............ccevrererernenererererererenens 82
3.2.1 The development of nominal accuracy

in child L2 German .........ccccovererrscerenrerienssecsssessssessessssesssessnscnns 83
3.2.2 The role of transfer.....coruvrerrernsrssnsenes PRI . 1.
3.2.3 Task effects..iicniciiiicrrmeercnrimnncnnicisscesisssneiseesassssssresssseesssssesssasssans 92
3.3 Methodology....ccceeeeeerieecereceeireeeseetrseeesseseesessessesssasnessesenes 94
3.3.1 Immersion edUCAtION ..cviisuiisaeesesssansersaresssassensssasssssssossassassssessessas 94
3.3.2 Data COlECiON uuciicruerrecrerreecrerericsericscnsesssonessassseseseneesesssssasesesene 95
3.3.3 Data analysis......c..cosevrienrenecnne eessries s e s a e s baess s b n e baeesen 111
34 SUIMMATY ...ueoiiieecnrerneessereeserseneresseesesesar e sanes et sosesssatsnnsenaaneae 120

XV

S ) . E H
Bibliografische Informationen digitalisiert durch I
http://d-nb.info/1065194455 BLI T


http://d-nb.info/1065194455

4 Findings......ccceeeeecrserenceninsmnssssinsessnssssnsiesessssenssssessssssssssssasssssss 123

4.1  INtFOAUCHON ...eeereereerreareerceereisstesstisssressasssssnssssnsessersnsssannanses 123
4.2 ReSUILS....eevrreerrerirrercnnessneeescerettssssessenissssssressssessssnssssessansesnanenns 123
4.2,1 Measuring proficiency: SOPA results.......cccceverererveniinninnnnnae 124
4.2.2 Describing development: analyzing spontaneous

production data.......eeceecnieiissineinnnenenesssissnssnensstsssesssnsensnnens 129
4.2.3 Investigating the development of nominal

accuracy in child L2 German........cuceirnvenccrcinnsnenecnnennsnesnesenns 133
4.2.4 Investigating the role of L1 transfer in the

acquisition of L2 grammar ..........covvvevveimnniennenensesienicnsnsneesaneans 164
4.2.5 Investigating task effects in L2 production ..........ccceceeurvecccnnannee 167
4.3 Revisiting the research questions and hypotheses ..........ccecuece 172
4.4 SUIMMALY ..corerererrersacrresiessssasssmmsnssssssesssssssnsssatosssnessansosassassassses 174
5 DISCUSSION....c.cotrrrerececcrnessesentnetreresisesnsnsssassssssessnssessensessasanss 177
5.1  INtrOUCHON couereereeeereeereranesearessesessassssassssnssssessessnnssnessaessnsssasans 177
5.2 Contributing to theory development in L2A research................. 177
5.3 The German determiner system in second

language acqUISItION ...cievirereriiereritetecneeresnsrcscienrseesnean e 181
5.3.1 Explaining morphological variability in L2A...........cccevuruennennne. 183
5.4 Quality management in language learning.........ccccoecvevcseerecreness 190
5.4.1 Input MOdifications ......cecceeerermmsirsinsinsseneesseseetsessnesesaesseesnoness 194
5.4.2 Task design, attention to speech and focus on form............c..... 197
5.5 Outlook and research desiderates.........ccviieessnnissnironreesenessaniseas 200
5.6 SUMMMATY ..ciciiiiiimiissntttiisisssnsneiesissssresiossssassasssassasneasasassasnsarssssss 202
6 CONCIUSION....cocvicrrererererianesrsnseresnensisesssssesssnsesesmsssssssssasnnsessaesases 205
T REfEIENCES.......oeoeeeeeereeeeaeeiererseseeieesseees s s ssssesesesse s sessnessees 209
8 APPENAIX ..ot 229
8.1 German gender paradigms.....cccovrieeeieieenseninsiinsinesesiaeieeenes 229
8.2 Experiments and testing materials .........cocecoveruerrnineucureneecnsenenne 230
8.3 Results and StALSHCS. ...coveerissenisseessnnesernesserssnsisssnsseesssessonnensanns 244



