Contents

Preface vii
Introduction: Almost Dutch 1
1 Water, Water, Everywhere

Windmills, Climate Change and the Battle

against the Tides 7
2 The Religious Divide

Carnivals, Catholics and the War against Spain 47
3 The Golden Age

Empire, Slavery and the Rise of Amsterdam 89
4 Fire and Ashes

The Nazi Destruction of the Netherlands 127
5 Total Football

Feyenoord, Ajax and the Pride of a Nation 166
6 Mosques on the Maas

Immigration, Islam and Murder 202
7 Anything Goes

Sex, Drugs and the Tradition of Tolerance 240
Epilogue: Going Dutch 279
Selected Bibliography 289

Acknowledgements 293



