
CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
INTRODUCTION

Overview of the Study xii

CHAPTER 1: CULTURE, LANGUAGE AND THE SELF

To Find a National Identity 1

The Australian Tradition 4

Women in the National Tradition 5

Culture, Language and the Self 8

Cultural Constructions 15

The Myth of the Typical Australian 19

Landscape Representation: Woman as Other 22

A Question of Origins 23

On Desire 24

Methods and Intentions 25

CHAPTER 2: IN SEARCH OF A NATIONAL IDENTITY

Naming a National Tradition 29

Henry Lawson as Founding Father 34

The Call for an Indigenous Culture before Lawson 38

Validations 40

Lawson and Divergent Approaches to the Code of Nationalism

Rethinking the Question of Origins 45

Women and Questions of National Identity 50

CHAPTER 3: THE BUSH AND WOMEN

The Colonial Context 59

Exploring the Landscape 60

No Place for a Woman 62

Feminist Perspectives on Women in Australia 65

Deconstructing the Woman in Australian Cultural Studies 70

The ‘Bush Mum’ Revisited 70

Current Feminist Approaches to Questions of National Identity



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 4: LANDSCAPE REPRESENTATION
AND NATIONAL IDENTITY

The Pre-texts of a Colonial Culture 79

The Dispersement of ‘Woman’ and the Idea of Australia 81

An Australian Nationalist Tradition 85

The Theme of Two Mistresses 85

Hancock’s Australia 86

Heseltine and Modem New Critical Approaches 87

McQueen and New Left Approaches 89

Common Assumptions 91

Dispersement of ‘Woman’: The Gold Rush 91

Palmer and Ward on the Gold Rush 95

Modernists and Manning Clark 98

Women Writers and the Battle with the Land 102

Henry Handel Richardson and the Critics 103

Male Standards and Female Dissidence 106

CHAPTER 5: HENRY LAWSON: THE PEOPLE’S POET

The Construction of Henry Lawson 113

Women in Lawson’s Fiction 118

Lawson Criticism: The Uses of the Feminine 128

A Re-reading of ‘The Drover’s Wife’ 132

A Search for Origins 137

Biographical Studies of Lawson’s Personality 139

CHAPTER 6: BARBARA BAYNTON: A DISSIDENT
VOICE FROM THE BUSH

The Construction of Barbara Baynton 150

Women in Baynton’s Fiction 151

‘The Chosen Vessel’—and the Critics 153

Themes in Baynton’s Work 156

Critical Judgements 157

Baynton’s Bush 159

Textual/Sexual Strategies 161

A Re-reading of ‘The Chosen Vessel’ 163



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 7: CONCLUSION

Speculations 173

The Presence of the Past: New Fictions 174

The Bush and Women: Some Enduring Fictions 176

Reading the Cultural Codes 179

The National Character 179

A Game of A-Luce through the Looking Glass: or, ‘Woman’

through the Australian Bush Tradition 183

NOTES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

171

190

209

INDEX 222


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


