
CONTENTS 

Preface xi 
Abbreviations xvii 

 
JUDGEMENT IN HISTORY AND IN  LIFE 

I. Israel and  of Her Neighbours 3 
1. Arnos, a Prophet  Judgement 4 
2. The Divine Control of History  
3.  and the  History 23 
4. Some Hittite Parallels 25 
5. The Babylonian Theodicy 35 
6. The Concept of Justice in Ancient Iranian 

Religion 40 
II. The Greek Concept of a Moral Law with Divine 

Sanction 47 
1. Aeschylus: The Individual and the Nation 48 
2. The Erinyes: Activity in Two Worlds 53 
3. Divine Intervention as Ate in  Greek 

Poetry 58 
4. Herodotus: Theology and History 65 
5.  Plutarch, and Others 72 
6. A Sociological Question 89 
7. The Human Verdict on Murder in Greece 93 

III. Roman Applications 95 
1. Divination and Dependence 96 
2. Livy on  Success 98 
3. Vergil:  but Inspired 102 
4. Rome's Atonement for Sin 106 

IV. Aspects of Christian Doctrine 110 
1. Second Advent and Judgement  
2. Rewards and Punishments 112 
3. The Exegesis of Current Events  
4. The Judgement on Jerusalem 118 
5. Judging within the Community 122 
6. Judgement and the  124 
7. Human and Divine Vengeance 126 

V. Some Indian Doctrines 132 
1. Varuna in the Rigveda 132 
2. Heaven, Hell, and Rebirth 135 

Griffiths, John Gwyn
The divine verdict
1991

digitalisiert durch:
IDS Luzern



viii CONTENTS 

3. Compensation and Retribution in   
VI.   and  146 

1. Confucius and the Intervention of Heaven 146 
2. Mohism and Taoism 148 
3. Chuang-tzu 154 
4. The Transference of  156 
5. Avenging Ghosts 157 

VII. Egypt: Pharaoh and People 160 
A) The Gods and the God-King 160 
1. Theological Status 160 
2. A Dogma Doubted 161 
3. God-given Qualities 164 
4. Criticism of a King 167 
5. Some Changed Emphases 173 
6. A Revealing Test-case 176 

VIII. Egypt: Pharaoh and People 184 
B) Divine Impact on Human  184 
1. Divine Impact on this Life 184 
2. Sinuhe's God-given Success 186 
3. Later Biography 187 
4. Sin and Suffering in the Confessional 

Literature 189 
5. Behind the Changed Outlook 195 

PART II 
JUDGEMENT AFTER DEATH 

IX. A) Egypt and Judaeo-Christian Thought 201 
1. Present and Future Judgement 202 
2. Posthumous Litigation 203 
3. Diverging Divine  204 
4. The Combination of Test and Ordeal 210 
5. Magic and Morality 213 
6. The Priestly Connection and the Basic 

Situation 218 
7. Some Changed Emphases and their  224 

(1) The Weighing of the Heart 224 
(2) The Blissful Right and the Baleful Left 225 
(3)  Meskhenet, and Renenet 226 
(4) A Triad of Assistant Arbiters 227 
(5) Heaven, Hell, and a Pointer to Purgatory.... 230 
(6) Transference to the Living 234 

8. Facets  Impact  Judaeo-Christian Thought 237 
(1) The Second Death 237 



CONTENTS ix 

(2) The Crown of Righteousness 238 
(3)  and Recording 239 

B) Iran, Judaism, and the Christian 
Consummation 242 

1. The Impact of Iranian Eschatology 243 
2. Judaism's Distinctive Contribution 258 

(1) The Messianic Figure 259 
(2) The Judgement of the Nations 262 

3. The Other Ancient Cultures 266 
4. The Christian Consummation 268 

(1) Revelation 268 
(2) Paul 271 
(3) The Synoptic Gospels 275 

X.  Egypt to Greece via Crete 280 
1. Types of Influence 282 
2. Symbolic Scales 287 
3. The Evidence of Linear B 291 
4. The     Dead 294 

XI. Posthumous Judgement in Israel 298 
1. The Lack of a Posthumous Application 300 
2. The Book of Job 304 

XII. Divine Judgement in the Mystery Religions 313 
1. The  Mysteries 313 

(1) Confession 315 
(2) Judgement 317 
(3) Forgiveness 322 

2. Anticipated Eschatology 323 
(1) The Change of Perspective 324 

3. The Eleusinian Experience 327 
4. Mithraism: Judgement as Ordeal 332 
5. The Dionysiac Mysteries 337 

(1) From the Villa dei  337 
(2) Textual Evidence 340 

Epilogue 344 
Bibliography 358 
Index 390 


	000148724 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2
	Seite 3



