
Contents 

Preface ix 

1 Global Health and the Anthropological Paradigm 1 
Threats to Global Health 2 
A Conceptual Journey 3 

Tropical Medicine Era 3 
International Health Era 4 
Global Health Era 7 
Health as a Human Right 9 

The Mission of Global Health 10 
Contours of Global Health Today 12 
The Anthropological Approach 16 
Conclusion 19 

2 The Importance of Culture in Health 21 
The Anthropological Lens 23 
Health Inequities: Structural Causes 26 
Structural Health Inequalities: 

Contextual Expressions 28 
Asthma and Obesity 28 
Hantavirus 30 
HIV/AIDS 30 
Mountaintop Removal 31 

The Emic Perspective and Subjective Experience 32 
Conclusion 33 

v 



vi Contents 

3 Environment and Globalization 35 
Environmental Health 35 
Global Warming 37 
Storms and Disasters 39 
Threats to the Air We Breathe 43 
Poisons around Us 46 
Pluralea and the Human Health Future 49 
Infectious Diseases, Chronic Diseases, 
and Mental Health 51 

Infectious Diseases 52 
Chronic Diseases 54 
Mental Health 57 

Syndemics 58 
Globalization and Health 59 
Conclusion 61 

Notes 62 

4 Basic Survival Needs and Their Privatization 63 
Diet and Health in Human History 63 
Knowing Hunger 65 
Understanding Food Insecurity: 
The Anthropological Approach 67 

Social Factors that Cause Food Insecurity 69 
Industrialization of Farming 69 
Poverty and Food Price Volatility 70 
Gender Discrimination 71 
War and Disease 72 

A Human Rights Approach to Food Insecurity 72 
Health and the Global Water Crisis 73 

Barriers to Water Access 76 
Water-Related Disasters 78 

Health and the Privatization of Water 78 
Health Care and the Social Welfare Agenda 80 

Maternal and Child Health 81 
Health Care as a Human Right 84 

Conclusion 85 
Note 86 



Contents vii 

5 Our Changing World 87 
Complex Humanitarian Emergencies 87 
War and Genocide 91 
Biohazards since 9/11 93 
The Refugee Crisis 97 
The Tobacco and Alcohol Epidemics 100 

Tobacco and Disease 101 
Impacts of Global Alcohol 103 

Conclusion 104 

6 A Brighter or Bleaker Future 105 
for Global Health? 
Are We on the Road to a Healthier World? 105 
Careers for Anthropologists 
in Global Health 110 

Glossary 113 
References 117 
Index 133 


