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the idea of Hipparchus. § 4. Attempt to construct a map, based on
observations of latitude and longitude. Unable to carry out the idea,-
but retained the form. § 5. His six books of tables: advantage of
this form. § 6. Calculated to mislead by a deceptive appearance of
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§ 8. Ptolemy’s own account of his mode of proceeding, §9. His cor-
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Sera and the Sine. Indefinite limits of the world. § 21. Breadth of
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character. § 23. Its supposed scientific value. § 24. Its real purpose.
Not based upon real observations. § 25. Ptolemy’s mode of con-
structing his maps, His theoretical skill. § 26. The maps appended
to his work : probably copied from the originals .. ..  Page 546

CHAPTER XXIX.
rroLEMY—(continued).
ParT 2.—Detailed Geography.

§ 1. Extent of geographical information possessed by Ptolemy. Increased
knowledge of the British Islands. § 2. Description of Ireland. § 3.
Britain : his accurate knowledge of the southern portion. Strange
error with regard to position of Scotland. §4. The neighbouring
islands misplaced : the Orcades. Thule. § 5. Gaul and Spain: His
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materials: errors in geographical application of them. §86. Rivers in
Gaul. §7. Germany : defective character of his map. § 8. Sarmatia:
the nations that inhabited it. §9. Confusion as to rivers and moun-
tains : false idea of the Palus Maotis. § 10. Accurate notion of the
Caspian: acquainted with the Volga. § 11. Countries bordering on the
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Improved map of Greece. § 13. Scythia: its division by Mt. Imaaus.
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names from different sources. § 15. Account of Serica. § 16. And of
the Sine. Extended knowledge of south-east of Asia. § 17. Erroneous
view of position of India. §18. Erroneous exaggeration of size of
Ceylon. § 19. Misconception of the countries east of the Gangetic
Gulf, § 20. Possessed valuable information: but his geographical
arrangements altogether wrong. § 21. Confusion of whole subject :
impossible to identify Cattigara or Thina, § 22. Isbadius. Supposed
continuous land connecting Asis with Africa. § 23. His account
of Avabia: improved periplus of the coast: tribes and towns of the
interior. § 24. Africa: his knowledge did not extend beyond that of
Marinus, Difficulties attending his account of the sources of the
Nile: its correctness proved by recent discoveries. § 26. His know-
ledge derived from the east coast. Trade with Rhapta. § 27. Moun-
tains of the Moon. § 28. The Gir and Nigir. Ptolemy’s account of
them. Its difficulties. §29. Division of modern geographers upon
the subject. § 30. Connection of Ptolemy’s two rivers with the Atlas
and Northern Africa. § 31. Peculiar conformation of this part- of
Africa: its wadies and lakes. § 32. Erroneous position in latitude
assigued to the rivers. Its coincidence with that of the Quorra acci-
dental. § 33. No mention of the great desert of Sahara. § 34.
Difficulty of identifying the Gir and Nigir with any known rivers.
§ 35. Ptolemy’s account of the west coast of Africa. Pervading
errors with regard to latitudes. Probable identifications. § 87. Erro-
neous position of the Fortunate Islands: and of Cerne. §38. Un-
trustworthy character of his geography of Africa. § 39. Deficiency of
materials concealed by the scientific form in which they are arranged.
§ 40. Ptolemy's want of conception of physical geography. Imperfect
indication of mountains and rivers. § 41. His erroneous longitude for
India contributed to the discovery of America Page 580
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CHAPTER XXX
GEOGRAPHY AFTER PTOLEMY.

" SEctION 1.—Historical Events.
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" had any bearing on its extension, Wars of M. Aurelius. Severus in
Britain, § 3. Wars of the Romans in the East. Fall of the Parthian
monarchy. § 4. Wars with the Persians. Zenobia. § Expedition of
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Roman Writers.
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