
Contents 

Preface vii 
Acknowledgements viii 

Introduction i 
H. W. Koch 

1 The 1914 Debate Continues: Fritz Fischer 
and His Critics 13 

James Joll 
2 Britain and Germany in 1914: The July 

Crisis and War Aims 30 
P. H. S. Hatton 

3 Origins of the First World War 36 
Imannel Geiss 

4 World Policy, World Power and German War 
Aims 79 

Fritz Fischer 
5 Cabinet versus Economic Warfare in Ger­

many: Policy and Strategy during the Early 
Months of the First World War 145 

Egmont Zechlin 
6 Gerhard Ritter: A Patriotic Historian's Justi­

fication 257 
Karl-Heinz Janssen 

7 Gerhard Ritter and the First World War 286 
Klaus Epstein 

8 1914: The Unspoken Assumptions 307 
James Joll 

9 Social Darwinism as a Factor in the 'New 
Imperialism' 329 

H. W. Koch 
Notes on Contributors 355 
Bibliography 356 
Index 365 


