
Table of Contents 

page 
Foreword 
Introduction 1 

1 The Eve of the Great War 5 
The working population 10 
Migration movements 13 

Foreign population in France 13 
The Frenchman abroad 19 
Internal migration 20 

Natural population movements 22 
Birth-rate, marriages and fecundity 22 
Mortality 25 
Births and deaths - the 'balance-sheet' 27 

2 The Great War 29 
Geographic movements of the population 29 
The dead, and the dying 37 
Natural population movements 47 

The non-invaded zone 47 
The invaded zone 54 

Population growth in non-invaded France 55 
3 Between the Wars 57 

The return 'home', 1918-20 58 
The state of the population, 1921-39 63 
The working population 67 
The foreign population 71 
Natural movements - a disappearing 
population 78 

4 The Second World War 87 
The demographic causes of defeat 87 
The occupation years 104 
The demographic consequences of the 
Second World War 116 
Natural population movements during 
the war 128 



5 Rebirth of a Nation, 1945-62 132 
Knowledge and attitudes 142 
The 'boom' goes to school 159 
The housing problem 164 

6 'Le vierge, le vivace, et le bel 
aujourd'hui' 175 
The world and zero population growth 176 
The French and 'croissance zéro' 181 
Migration movements in France 191 
The foreign population in France 208 
The state of the population 212 
The working population 219 
What may the future hold? 230 

References 235 
Select Bibliography 240 
Index 242 


