CONTENTS

Adages i
Preface  xi
Acknowledgments  xxiii

Introduction: History, Myth, Media 1
HISTORY AS MYTH AND IDEOLOGY 2
THE FATE OF HISTORY IN THE TIME OF THE IMAGE 10

PART1 FROM HISTORY TO MYTH TO IDEOLOGY

1. Origins of Myth: Arminius in Ancient Literature and in German
Scholarship 25
ANCIENT HISTORIANS AND POETS 26
MODERN HISTORIANS 39

2. Backgrounds to Twentieth-Century Ideology ss

THEME AND VARIATIONS: ARMINIUS FROM THE SIXTEENTH TO THE
NINETEENTH CENTURIES s6

ARMINIUS’ MONUMENT: THE HERMANNSDENKMAL 65

3. Arminius in National Socialism s
FROM NATIONALISM TO NATIONAL SOCIALISM 82
ARMINIUS CONSCRIPTED INTO “BREAKTHROUGH BATTLE” 86
ARMINIUS AND HITLER 115
EXCURSUS: HITLER AS CORIOLANUS 122

Winkler, Martin M. digitalisiert durch:
Arminius The Liberator IDS Basel Bern



.

Contents

PART II IDEOLOGICAL VICTORIES: THE DEFEAT OF
VARUS ON THE GERMAN SCREEN

. Nationalism at a Boil: Die Hermannschlacht 127
ARMINIUS’ FIRST SCREEN APPEARANCE 128
PATRIOTIC POETRY AT THE PREMIERE 134

“HAIL ARMINIUS! SAVIOR OF GERMANY!” 141
CONTEMPORARY REACTIONS 149

CRITICAL ASSESSMENT 154

. National Socialism: Romans and Germans in Ewiger Wald 159
CINEMA FOR THE VOLK 160

THE GERMAN FOREST DEFEATS ROME 163

HOMO CINEMATICUS ET IDEOLOGICUS VIEWS HISTORY 178

PART 111 THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF IDEOLOGY

. Historical Myth on Screen in the 1960s: With and
Without Ideology 189
ROMANS AND BARBARIANS 190

THE LIBERATOR LIBERATED FROM IDEOLOGY: IL MASSACRO
DELLA FORESTANERA 196

Against Ideology: History Exorcised 209

ANSELM KIEFER AND THE CLEANSING OF MYTH 210

CLAUS PEYMANN: THE EMPTY WORLD 214

ARMINIUS ON THE POSTMODERN SCREEN: DIE HERMANNSSCHLACHT 218
BACKGROUND: HERMANN AND TACITUS IN GERMAN HUMOR 226
SCREEN COMEDY: HERMANN THE BAVARIAN AND THE FALL OF ROME 236

. After Ideology: History as Infotainment 239

HOME SCHOOLING: HISTORY LESSONS ON TELEVISION 240
ARMIN'S ARMINIUS: HISTORY FORKIDS 253

SIR ARMINIUS, THE TOFF 256

. History Without Ideology: Media and Spectacle 263
PARALLEL HEROIC NARRATIVES: NOVELS AND FILMS 263
WILL ARMINIUS CONQUER THE SCREEN AGAIN? 276
ARMINIUS ANIMATED 280



Contents vii

10. Arminius in the New World 283
GEORGE WASHINGTON AS AMERICAN ARMINIUS 283
ARMINIUS AND WHITE SUPREMACY 287

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: The Chief Ancient Accounts of the Defeat of Varus 303

Appendix 2: The Lyrics of Die alten Deutschen 309

Appendix 3: Paul Warncke, Vorspruch zum Hermannsfilm 315

Appendix 4: The Main Texts of the Program Book for Die Hermannschlacht 317
Appendix 5: Two Poems Addressing Hitler During His Election Campaign 321
Appendix 6: The Nazi-Era Lyrics of Gab’s darum eine Hermannschlacht? 325
Appendix 7: Text Excerpts: Hermann and the Hitler Youth 329

Bibliography 331

Index 353



	006447636 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2
	Seite 3



