Contents

AcknowWledgements .........cocceeeeeeeeecciccns ettt et es 11
My Position as a Scholar and a Rabbinical Student.......cccccoevevevevennciinnnenanae 13
ADBDIEVIAtIONS ...ttt ettt sae sttt eae ettt eae e 17
0. IntrodUCHON ..ottt ettt e e sae e st se s et eaenesa et e s et nananees 19
0.1 Introduction of Bawvli, Gittin 55b-56b ......ccvvevveerirriivreereeeeereeeienne 19
0.1.1 Textual Sources: Bawli, Gittin 55b-56b .....cccccvrverrrvmrrecrrereeennne, 22

0.1.2 The Textual History of the Main Sources
Eikhah Rabbah, Bavli, and Avot deRabbi Nathan,
and their Reprentation in the Framework of

this BOOK......cceeeieiicieiienscseneneeese s seseesssese e s s snsanas 29
0.1.3 The Story of Yochanan’s Escape as a Founding Myth .............. 34
0.2 Methodology: Bodies and Spaces in Rabbinic Literature...........cccu. 39
0.2.1 Literature, Not HiStOIy.......coooeeerrrierreccceecrnrsenerceeeeeeeeneeenee 39
0.2.2 Bodies, Food, and Spaces in the Realm
of Rabbinic LIterature ........ooveereeeeveeeeenerirrsmmenerenmsesesesesesenesesesnes 41

0.2.3 Research Questions: A Second Order Construction
of a Paradigmatic Shift Described in the Stories
of Destruction by Means of Metaphors of Bodies

aNd SPACES ..ot 46

1. Female Hunger and Humiliation: Martha bat Boethus ...........cccccovvvevrununneee 49

1.1 On Carpets and Dirt: At the Dawn of the Destruction..........c.coeueneue. 52
1.1.1 Spacial Categories: Martha’s Way into to

Realm of the Temple .....c.cccevmemrivcneciinnmnicrciennneecssesiesenes 58

1.2 From Fragrances to EXCrements........c.ccocvervveiinininnnnnneniniison 59

1.2.1 The Fallen Beloved: Shir haShirim......cccococevcevcrvinnninnenac, 63

1.2.2 Eating Children: Eikhah ........cccccervmmmnnnrineinemeecccicenennes 64

1.3 Death and FloUr.......cccovriinininiiiiicnniiissessesesstssssssesssssnns 67

1.3.1 The Loss of the Body of the Temple........ccccococervcrinircenennee. 67

|
Bibliografische Informationen digitalisiert durch F I HLE
http://d-nb.info/108191209X ‘BI THE


http://d-nb.info/108191209X

1.3.2 The Narrative of a Historical Shift Transmitted

through the Five Senses.......cccccovvnnnmeceninncccnnceccenns 73
1.3.3 A Woman who Ran Out of Food ........cccovvinnneccninincscscnncnnn, 81
1.3.4 On Empty Shells and Worthless Treasures.........c.ccceeeeererrurerenne 86
1.4 . Begging the Rabbis for FOOd.......c.cvinininiccinnneessnnes 90
2. Embodied Liminality: Rabbi Zadok .......cccccocvnivnncccincinicncncncnnne 97
2.1 Turning away from Blood and Meat.........cccouvvverviininincisinesniseninnns 98
2.1.1 ‘Surrogate Stomachs’ for God......cccevuvevcrneccvinnencnnrinescncsnanes 101
2.1.2 The 6glah AIoufah .........ccevemeerurereeereieereeecnceseeeesseneesesnessnene 104
2.1.3 The End of Temple Offerings .........coevivmnreininininenccenicnsiscncnens 109
22 ZadoK's Fast s neseseseens 113
2.2.1 Ritual and Performance Studies.........cooeeveeirsiinrccsnscsesccncncnens 115
2.2.2 Zadok’s Fast as Performed Theology:
To Deal with the Sacred and/or the Demonic (7).....cccccceeueneee 119
2.2.3 Zadok’s Behavior as Politics:
To Teach, Persuade, or Convince (6)........cocouverecvcrsunscrescncnnnnnns 121
2.2.4 Zadok’s Fasts as to Mark a Change of
his (Social) Identity (3) ...ccceeerericrercrerercorirmmisiscseeesrsseneceessennas 122
2.2.5 Zadok’s Behavior from a Psychological
PoInt Of VIEW ....courieiiciiiccneinicnccnnsstsstnnstssssse s sssstssesessenens 126
2.2.6 Feeding Zadok: The Healing Function (5)
Of the StOrY ....ccciccrinnnniineneneree et st ssasssenens 129
2.2.7 Spacial Categories: Zadok’s Way into the Realm
Of the Margins .......covvimiecieinniencitsisnessesecseees 133
2.2.8 Zadok’s Cure and Martha’s Death: Flour.............cooccvunininnnn. 138
2.3 Refusing to TaKe Part .....cccceccreereenerenrnenssrensecsnsenensscsesesaesssenmsessesessoene 140
2.3.1 Strange Meat and a Stranger’s Body ......ccccccoceiininnnnniiinennnnnes 145
2.3.2 The Last Fig ..ccccovivenrirtricceiiitrrnntisneessssiinsessesssnacnes 150
3. Life through Flour: Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai........c.c.cccocveeriiirurureneneniene 153

3.1 Fleeing the Famine



3.2 AJar Full of HOney.......oouiiirecercincirireestssesieetssetsissicecsesssasnens 162

3.3 Physical MEMOIY c.iovvreeeeitreierennniiiiieenesssessetsasnssesesssasssssnmnessesssonens 171
4. Conclusions: Leaving the Temple, Moving to (-wards) ﬁﬁeb.-

The Stories as 2 Window into Rabbinic Culture...........ccocouvvmrirviinivcnincnees 175
BIblIOZIAPRY ...c.cuiveieerienririnieeetrirrstsinesssesesestrins s sasasasststeesessssessssssnsesasaseseensreans 183
Expressions as Used in This Thesis .......cccccceciiiincncnnninencncncnininiincssisssscenens 193



