
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS i 

LIST OF TABLES iv 

LIST OF FIGURES v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS vii 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 1 

Local candidate characteristics in candidate selection: Belgian examples 3 

Foreign examples 5 

Aim of the dissertation 7 

Plan of the dissertation 8 

CHAPTER 1: THEORY, CASE SELECTION AND DATA 15 

1.1. Theoretic al framework 15 

1.1.1. Descriptive representation and ticket-balancing in PR systems 16 

1.1.2. Candidate selection: dimensions, determinants and consequences 19 

1.1.3. Personal vote 23 

1.1.4. The friends and neighbors effect in electoral geography 28 

1.2. Case selection 30 

1.2.1. District magnitude: the electoral district reforms of 1993 and 2002 32 

1.2.2. Gender quota laws 34 

1.2.3. Intraparty candidate selection processes in Belgium 35 

1.3. Data 44 

CHAPTER 2: THE GEOGRAPHY OF PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES IN BELGIAN 
LOWER HOUSE ELECTIONS (1987-2010) 47 

2.1. Introduction 47 

2.2. Candidates from central cities and small municipalities 53 

2.3. The territorial coverage of candidate lists 64 

2.4. Conclusion 68 

CHAPTER 3: THE EFFECTS OF LOCAL CANDIDATE CHARACTERISTICS ON THE 
SELECTION OF PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES FOR REALISTIC POSITIONS 70 

3.1. Introduction 70 



3.2. Independent variables and hypotheses 73 

3.2.1. Social background variables 73 

3.2.2. Political variables 74 

3.2.3. Municipality characteristics 75 

3.3. Realistic and marginal positions in the Belgian electoral system 77 

3.4. Data and method 78 

3.5. Analysis 80 

3.6. Conclusion and discussion 86 

CHAPTER 4: THE EFFECTS OF LOCAL CANDIDATE CHARACTERISTICS ON THE 
INDIVIDUAL ELECTION RESULT OF PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES 88 

4.1. Introduction 88 

4.2. Theoretical arguments and hypotheses 89 

4.3. The electoral system of Belgium 93 

4.4. Data and method 95 

4.5. Multilevel analysis 99 

4.6. Conclusion 104 

CHAPTER 5: DETERMINANTS OF GEOGRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION ON 
CANDIDATE LISTS IN FLEXIBLE-LIST SYSTEMS 106 

5.1. Introduction 106 

5.2. A general theory of ticket-balancing 107 

5.3. Independent variables and hypotheses 109 

5.4. The case of Belgium 112 

5.5. Data, measurement and method 116 

5.6. Analysis 121 

5.7. Conclusion 125 

CHAPTER 6: THE EFFECTS OF AGGREGATE CANDIDATE LIST 
CHARACTERISTICS ON THE ELECTORAL RESULT OF THE PARTY LISTS 127 

6.1. Introduction 127 

6.2. The dependent variables 129 

6.3. Campaign expenses 132 

6.4. The social composition of party lists 134 

6.5. The geographical dispersion of candidates 137 

6.6. The political composition of party lists 141 

6.7. Multivariate analysis 143 



6.8. Conclusion 146 

CHAPTER 7: THE EFFECTS OF PREVIOUS LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS ON THE 
PRESENCE OF LOCAL CANDIDATES ON PARTY LISTS 149 

7.1. Introduction 149 

7.2. Party candidates and the electoral value of their local roots 150 

7.3. Within-district distribution of party candidates and local volatility 152 

7.4. The effect of candidate selection processes 153 

7.5. Case selection, data and methods 155 

7.6. Analysis 160 

7.7. Conclusion 166 

GENERAL CONCLUSION 169 

Summary of the chapters and main findings 169 

Suggestions for future research 183 

Concluding remarks 185 

REFERENCES 189 

SUMMARY 212 

SAMENVATTING 214 

RESUME 216 

APPENDIX 1. CANDIDATE SELECTION PROCEDURES OF BELGIAN POLITICAL 
PARTIES (1987-2010) 218 

APPENDIX 2: OPF.R ATTONAIJZATION OF REALISTIC AND UNREALISTIC LIST 
POSITIONS 233 

APPENDIX 3. VARIABLE DESCRIPTION 234 


