
Contents 

List  figures page vii 
Acknowledgements x 

Introduction 1 

Part I Decolonization for colonizers: Europe's transition 
to  postcolonial era  

1 Myths of continuity and European exceptionalism: Britain, 
decolonization, and the Commonwealth family ideal 23 

 dominion 'daughters', and India's road to independence 23 
Post-war transitions and a new Commonwealth 37 
From 1950s imperial crises to the  of change' 49 
The British public encounters decolonization  
Imperial endgames, Commonwealth doubts, European discomforts 67 

2  resistance, and liberation: the road to Dutch 
decolonization 78 

3 Soldiering on in the shadow of war: decolonizing  plus grande 
France 106 
The French empire from the First World War to the 1930s 108 
Vichy, war, and the French Union  
Indochina's fight for independence 126 
Reckoning with Indochina and the struggle  Algérie française,   
De  the new Republic, and the ongoing crisis in North Africa 

and the   146 
French decolonization, grandeur, and Europe  

4 Long live the king? Belgium, the monarchy, and the Congo 
between the Second World War and the decolonization years  

5 From rose-coloured map to Carnation Revolution: Portugal's 
overseas amputations 190 

Buettner, Elizabeth
Europe after empire

digitalisiert durch:
IDS Basel Bern



vi Contents 

Part  Migrations and  
in postcolonial Europe  

6 Ending empires, coming home: the ghost worlds of European 
colonial repatriates 213 
Introduction 213 
The   repatriates from Indonesia 216 
Resettling imperial Britons 223 
Belgians and the Congo 228 
France: pieds-noirs and otilen 236 
Portugal's retornados 242 
Decolonizing the colonizer 247 

7 Ethnic minority immigration from empires lost  
Introduction 251 
Britain's      settlers 254 
Postcolonial arrivals in the Netherlands from the East Indies and West Indies 270 
Fiance,  and les trente glorieuses in context 283 
Portugal: A nation of emigration and postcolonial immigration 303 
Africans in postcolonial Belgium  
Conclusion: colonial debts within an integrating Europe?  

8 Reconfiguring nations: identities, belonging, and multiculturalism 
in the wake of postcolonial migration 322 
Introduction 322 

     Multiculturalism  the postcolonial  republic 327 
Union  Union Black: new ethnicities and approaches to integration in Britain 349 
Postcolonial cultures in a multicultural Netherlands 375 
Belgium's    new ethnicities in  divided nation 388 
Portugal and its diasporas: hybrid cultures and the limits of lusotropicalism 
in the aftermath of migration 397 
Conclusion: national dynamism and defensiveness 412 

Part    and farther directions  

9 Remembering and forgetting empires  
 417 

   imperial   forgettings 425 
Repatriates and ethnic minorities as leading defenders, critics, and initiators of public 
discussion 448 
Cacophony and silence: selective memories of colonialism and decolonization 474 
Conclusion 490 

Epilogue: thoughts towards new histories of contemporary Europe  

Bibliography 505 
Index 537 


	006496187 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2



