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SNAPSHOTS Notes from the West
A lasered church, a sleeping emperor and a host of millionaires

PORTFOLIO Poetry in nature
North Rhine-Westphalia without the smokestacks and factories,
a visual journey through magical landscapes

WHEN | THINK OF The hyphenated state
From Disseldorf sophisticates to revellers in Westphalen:
the cabaret artist Dieter Nuhr still marvels at his homeland

MUSEUMS The close-knit web of new art
The war was over, the art scene destroyed — and then came a
new lease of life: the Rhineland is the melting pot of modern art

ISLAND HOMBROICH Art alone at home
A man and his idea: the art collector Karl-Heinrich Miller turned
a nature preserve into a museum, studio and a land of adventure

INDUSTRY The cultural sphere
The mines are shut down — long live the mines! Courageous art
is all the rage in Essen, Duisburg and Oberhausen

A SECOND GLANCE When two waterways collide
A masterpiece of engineering: the Minden waterway intersection

sPORTS My granddad, my father, football and me
The game adds purpose to life. Nowhere else is this

more so than in Germany’s west. A journey from the eighth
division to the Champions League

CITIES Little jewels in a big country
Monschau, Soest and Tecklenburg — only three of many
enchanting discoveries between the Teutoburg Forest and the Eifel

KNOWLEDGE Charles and his heirs
Imperial palaces and Christian convents: the face of NRW is still
shaped by what Charlemagne and his successors once created

GOING ouT The night is long
Bochum, Diisseldorf and Cologne: getting tipsy in three cities
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90 ACTIVE HOLIDAYS Country life times three
Hiking in the Hohe Mark, cycling by the
Lower Rhine, riding in the Eifel — a triathlon designed
for relaxation

102 HoTELS Luxury havens near and far
Arrive and feel at home: we present five hotels that
you will never want to leave

112 NATURE A river runs through it
Welcome to the true Ruhr area: a river more beautiful
than its reputation

MERIAN Compass

COMPACT NRW in facts and figures 126
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MAP The state, the Ruhr area, Cologne
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