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Introduction
To the Teacher

PART ONE: A READING COMPREHENSION METHOD

Chapter 1: Scanning
Scanning a story both improves comprehension and
saves time because the reader quickly finds out whether
the story is interesting or important enough to read. This,
like all chapters, includes exercises.

Chapter 2: The Newspaper Lead
The opening paragraph (usually a single information-
packed sentence) is typically the key to the newspaper
story. This chapter helps the reader find the essential
facts in the lead paragraph at a glance.

Chapter 3: Beyond the Lead
The reader learns about the standard news story form,
how to concentrate on the beginning of the story, how to
anticipate what will follow, and most importantly, how
to use “the second chance” most stories give to under-
stand the main facts.

Chapter 4: Understanding Words in Context
A quick course in ignoring nonessential items, recogniz-
ing synonyms, using context clues, and taking advantage
of the journalist’s explanations.

Chapter 5: Understanding Headlines
This chapter discusses the four basic headline types,
showing how the headline writer gets a maximum of
information into a minimum of space. There is special
reference to those elements most confusing to the
nonnative speaker and a list of high-frequency headline
vocabulary.

Chapter 6: Reading a Story Critically
This chapter helps the reader evaluate the accuracy of a
news story.

Chapter 7: Other Kinds of Newspaper Writing
Other formats used in newspaper writing are examined.
Both feature and opinion writing are analyzed.

PART TWO: HIGH-FREQUENCY NEWS STORIES

An overview of the topics most commonly found in the
English language newspaper, Part Two contains specially
written news stories which include much of the vocabulary
necessary for understanding the newspaper. All stories are

followed by comprehension questions.
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Chapter 8: Politics and Government
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Party Convention
Political Campaign
Election Result

Debate in the Legislature
Vote of Confidence
Summit Meeting
Political Ouster
International Conference
State Visit

Chapter 9: Disasters
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Storm

After the Storm
Accident

Fire

Earthquake and Volcano
Drought

Chapter 10: Crime and the Courts
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Murder
Smuggling
Corruption
Lawsuit
Robbery
Trial
Verdict

Chapter 11: Business News
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Budget

Economic Forecast
Stocks

Stock Market
Contracts

Shipping

Foreign Investment
Trade Balance
Loan

Chapter 12:Strikes, Demonstrations, and Disputes
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Strike

Wildcat Strike
Slowdown

Protest Demonstration

Chapter 13: War and Terrorism
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2. Guerrilla Attack
3. Refugees
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5. Hijack

Invasion

Nuclear Arms Race

Chapter 14: Energy
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