
CONTENTS 

Preface v 

Abbreviations xiii 

1 INTRODUCTION TO THE SAGA I 

(a) The Saga's Structure i 
(b) The Saga Author 7 
(c) Possible Sources 9 

2 KORMAKR'S COURTSHIP 18 

(a) The First Meeting (verses 1-10) 18 
(b) Narfi (verses 11-14) 36 
(c) The Ambush (verses 15-19) 41 
(d) The Betrothal (verses 20-1) 50 

3 KORMAKR AND BERSI 52 

(a) The Failure of the Marriage Agreement 52 
(b) The Pursuit of the Bride (verses 22-6) 57 
(c) Bersi's Duel with Kormakr (verses 27-35) 69 

4 THEBERSI 'DIGRESSION' 89 

(a) How the Bersi Material is Woven into the Saga 89 
(b) How Bersi's Verses are Arranged in the Prose 

(verses 36-50) 99 

5 PORVALDR TINTEINN no 

(a) Steingerdr's Second Marriage (verses 51-2) no 
(b) Kormakr's Exploits Abroad (verses 53-8) 114 
(c) Kormakr's Reunion with Steingerdr 

(verses 59-63) 125 
(d) The False Insult Verse (verses 64-5) 132 
(e) The Duels (verses 66-75) 133 



6 THE FINAL STAGES 149 

(a) Kormakr and SteingerSr in Norway 
(verses 76-81) 149 

{b) Kormakr's Death (verses 82-5) 164 

7 CONCLUSIONS: THE GENESIS OF A SAGA 170 
NARRATIVE 

(a) The Saga's Component Parts 170 
(b) The Saga as a Whole 182 

Bibliography 186 

Index 191 


