
Table of Contents 

CHAPTER PAGE 
PREFACE vii 

NOTE ON THE CITATIONS xiv 

I. THE ELEMENTS OF STOCK DICTION i 

II. THE APPLICATION OF NATURAL HISTORY TO POETRY 8 

III. THE FORMATION OF A SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE FOR 
NATURAL DESCRIPTION 30 

IV. STABILITY AND CHANGE IN THE LANGUAGE OF NAT
URAL PHILOSOPHY 49 

V. THE INTERCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE AND 
POETIC DICTION 67 

APPENDIXES 

Appendix A. Certain Words Significant in 
Eighteenth-Century Poetry, with Illustrations 
from Earlier Poetry and Scientific Litera
ture 89 

Appendix B. Periphrases 356 

Appendix C. Epithets with the Suffix -y in 
English Scientific Literature 393 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 405 

INDEX 447 


