CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER I: The Microcosm of the Self: the dialectic
in Donne’s personal life

CHArTER I11: The Macrocosm: the dialect of external events
Donne in relation to the poetry of his time

CHAPTER I111: The Microcosm of the University
the Scholastic Curriculum in sixteenth century Oxford
the Aristotelian character of the curriculum
the Dialectical character of the curriculum
the Academic Disputation

CHAPTER 1V: The Dialectic of Reality
Disparate Experiences and new wholes
“The applied metaphysics of poetry’: the metaphysical image
The truth of reality in dialectical balance
X Donne’s vision of reality
the Dialectic of the Sermons

CuAPTER V: The Dialectic of Soul and Body in the
Love Poems

theme of the interdependence of soul and body
theme of mutual love

XCHAPTER vI: The Dialectic of Ultimate Reality in the
Divine Poems

CoNcLUSION
BmBLioGrAPHY

InDEX

20
25

33
35
39
47
53

59
68
80

89
9

111
117
126

134
152
159
163



